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***  v a l o r *** 

     Happy New Year and Blessings to you and yours.  The past six months, as your 

Commander, has flown by and I remain deeply honored to be your Commander and 

Comrade.  I couldn’t have done it without all of the support that you have given 

me. 

     Our membership continues to grow but we need everyone’s efforts to maintain 

our pace.  Membership is a key factor in the goals of an “All State” Post. For our 

first six months we’ve had: 7 new members, 6 annual renewals, 5 deceased, 2 trans-

fer in, 1 transfer out and 2 dropped for non-renewal. 

     Thank you to all new and old Comrades for your service this last quarter in Post 

projects.  The Buddy Poppy drive was a huge success where the Post generated a 

record Veterans Day donation amount of $4,092.  That exceeded last year’s record 

by over 10%.  Our Post is involved and active.  We are in the top 4 for the District 

as we move to “All State” status again this year.  We are moving forward with Visit-

ation and Participation at the San Diego VA Hospital this January.  We are fiscally 

sound and able to support the military projects that mean the most for our commu-

nity and military heroes.  If you haven’t been to a meeting for a while—PLEASE 

COME!  We work hard to support our military causes and we play hard to support 

each other and our adopted Marine Unit. 

     We will soon be working on a web-site for the Post to further enhance our com-

munications with all members. 

Commander:   Colonel Dee, Retired ANC USAR 
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Post Happenings:   
Mark your calendars:   

Post meetings for the coming quarter will be:  Jan. 9th, Feb. 13th and Mar. 13th.  That’s the 
2nd Wednesday of each month and meetings start promptly at 1900 hours at the San Clemente 
Elk’s Lodge on North El Camino Real. An official visit from the Dept Commander is scheduled 
for District #2 on February 16th (Saturday) and the 3rd District #2 meeting is scheduled for 
February 17th (Sunday).      

Newsletter has a new name:   ***    VALOR   *** 

The Post held a contest to name our Newsletter with the winning entry being awarded a $25 
check.  After reviewing many names the final vote chose “VALOR” submitted by comrade Timo-
thy Laursen.  A certainly appropriate name which means, “Strength of mind or spirit that ena-
bles a person to encounter danger with firmness:  personal bravery”!  Good choice, Tim.  The 
Post thanks you for your input.                                                                                                          

CONTINUED ON PAGE 4…… “Happenings” 

VFW TALKING PAPER ON SEQUESTRATION 

 

BACKGROUND: The Budget Control Act of 2011 raised the federal debt ceiling on an agreement to offset the in-

crease with a corresponding decrease in discretionary spending over a 10-year period. A bipartisan Joint Select 

Committee on Deficit Reduction was created to identify what federal accounts to reduce. As an added incentive, an 

automatic 10 percent across-the-board sequester---or seizure of property (money)---would kick in at the beginning of 

the next Congress should the Super Committee fail to act, which it did. Barring an unforeseen development in the 

remaining 112th Congress, mandatory sequestration will occur in January 2013. 

 

WHAT SEQUESTRATION IMPACTS: All discretionary spending accounts.  

 

OUR CONCERN: The discretionary spending accounts of the Departments of Veterans Affairs and Defense. The 

President and VA Secretary have assured us that sequestration will not impact any VA account. We appreciate this, 

but VFW will continue to monitor how the effects of sequestration might impact future VA budgets, especially in medi-

cal and prosthetics research, maintenance and construction, administration, and those programs identified in the "10 

for 10" Plan below. 

 

The VFW is very concerned how sequestration will impact DOD. The Pentagon agreed to cut its discretionary budget 

by $487 billion over 10 years, but the total amount due is $1.2 trillion, and some in Congress want DOD to absorb the 

entire amount. Defense is 20 percent of the federal budget, but it amounts to half of all discretionary spending (the 

other half includes NASA, Homeland Security, etc.). Absorbing a $1.2 trillion cut would be a game changer that would 

not only eliminate Quality of Life programs for military personnel and their families, it could potentially jeopardize our 

milVFW's focus last year was on the "10 for 10" Plan, which are 10 DOD and VA programs and services that we con-

tinue to believe are in jeopardy of increased fees or being eliminated or curtailed to help pay for 10 years of war. Se-

questration keeps all 10 on the radarscope. They are: 

* Change the 20-year military retirement plan to resemble civilian plans. 

* Increase healthcare premiums for military families and retirees on TRICARE. 

* Increase pharmaceutical fees for military families and retirees. 

* Reduce cost-of-living allowance increases. 

* End government subsidies to military commissaries. 

* Eliminate DOD elementary schools stateside. 

* Eliminate DOD tuition reimbursement programs for service members. 

* Eliminate presumptive service-connected conditions for disabled and ill veterans. 

* Lock out or increase fees for VA Priority Group 7 and 8 veterans. 

* And freeze military pay like federal civilian pay, which will now see a third consecutive year without a raise. 

 

(Continued on Page 4)  “Sequestration” 
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Comrade’s Profile:  Ed Moore 

Ed Moore entered the USMC as a Private and went through recruit 
training at Paris Island in 1959.  He was accepted for flight training 
in Jan 1961 and received his wings and commission as 2nd Lt. Oct 
1962 and was stationed at MCAS Santa Ana, flying Helos.  Ed had 
one tour of duty in Viet Nam in 1964, where he received the DFC, 
Vietnamese Cross of Valor, and 4 Air Medals.  He left the Marine 
Corps as a Captain and accepted a position at Western/Delta Air 
Lines as a pilot, where he flew for 31 years and retired in 1998 as a 
Captain on the 757/767.  Ed has written a book entitled “Out of Da 
Nang”, since retiring.  Ed is married to his wife, Trish, for 36 years.  
They have two sons and one daughter. 

 
   

 

Profile on Adjutant/Quartermaster Neil: 

     Comrade Neil has filled the role of Quartermaster since 2005, af-
ter returning to the Post that was floundering at the time and on the 
verge of disbanding.  Neil enlisted in the Air Force right out of high 
school after he received his “draft notice” in the mail.  Basic training 
was at Sampson Air Base in New York.  He worked at various bases 
performing vulnerability tests for the Intelligence section. He served 
time in England, French Morocco, and around the Far East, mainly 
on Okinawa during the Korean conflict. His most exciting work was 
as a courier for nuclear weapons into Japan at a time when it was 
forbidden by Treaty. After his four years of duty he went to school on 
the G.I. Bill then spent a 40 year career in the Savings & Loan busi-
ness, retiring in 1997 as a Chief Financial Officer, Sr. Vice President. 
He and his wife, Jeanne,  earned their private pilot’s license since 
flying was his passion. 

Profile of Commander “Dee”: 

I always knew I wanted to be a nurse. In my teens I decided I wanted 
to be a military nurse. I joined the Army Student Nurse Corps. I was 
commissioned 2nd Lt. in Feb. 1966 and went to basic at Sam Hou-
ston Texas. I was honor graduate for a class of 250 nurses and doc-
tors. Dec 1966 I was transferred to the 85th Evac Hospital in 
QuiNhon, Vietnam. I was surgical ICU/Recovery Nurse and spent 3 
months as Charge nurse on 2 POW wards. I took a job at Walter Reed 
Army Medical Ctr as a civilian nurse on a surgical ward. I returned to 
active duty in 1971 as a Captain at the Letterman Army Med. Ctr and 
was Head Nurse of a 45 bed surgical, ophthalmology and plastic sur-
gery ward. I then made Major after completing advanced courses in 
nursing. I was taking classes on active duty to complete my BSN and 
was placed on orders for Iran for a 2 yr tour in a hospital for military 
wives..UGH!  I left the active duty for Reserves and completed my 
education on my own. I made Lt. Colonel upon completion of the 
Command and General course where I was an honor graduate. I trans-
ferred to the 349th General Hospital in LA in 1987.  I was selected as 
Chief Nurse of the 458th MASH Hospital. I was promoted to Colonel 
and chosen for the Army War College in Valley Forge.  I retired after 
28 yrs. Of service when my son was in treatment for Leukemia. I was 
commissioned as Chief of the Brigade at Los Alamitos and held that 
office 1 day when we were decommissioned by President Clinton. 
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  In case you may have forgotten it’s not 

too late to get that annual flu shot; partic-

ularly us older vets. 

2012 PDF Edition of Veterans 
Benefits Guide:  A Copy of this guide is 

available at the web site shown: 

http://www.va.gov/opa/publications/
benefits_book.asp    

 It is in PDF downloadable format and 
consists of  194 pages covering every 
benefit imaginable.  Select the 2012 ver-

sion to either view or print out.  It can answer 
many of the questions that are generally posed 
by veterans in search of benefits that may ap-
ply to them.  You may consider saving it to 
your files to have for a ready reference. 

WELCOME TO NEW POST MEMBERS 

Timothy P. Laursen—Navy SSBN  Nuclear Deter-
rent Patrol 

Terrell R. DeVoe—MSgt USMC 20 year retired 
Food Service Specialist 

Justin Smith: Navy, transferred in from Post 
11508, Woodland Hills. 

Christopher Huddleston: transferred in from CA 
Dept. “at large” Post. 

Michael L. Turner—Army Iraq, Southwest Asia 
Service 

Kevin P. Keim-Army, transferred in from CA 
Dept. “at large” Post as a Life Member..  

THE POST IS ALWAYS IN NEED OF NEW MEMBERS TO 
ACHIEVE OUR GOALS.  IF YOU KNOW OF ANY QUALI-
FIED VETERAN PLEASE ENCOURAGE THEM TO AT-
TEND A POST MEETING AND SEE WHAT A GREAT 
GROUP OF PEOPLE WE ARE.  

 

(Continued from Page 2) “Sequestration” 

WHAT YOU CAN DO: Address our concerns with your 

elected officials at every opportunity. Current budget reali-

ties are forcing very hard choices in Congress and in 

agencies and departments across the executive branch. 

The VFW recognizes this, but we also recognize that bal-

ancing the budget on the backs of disabled veterans, 

those in uniform, their families, and military retirees is not 

a solution, and could potentially jeopardize the continued 

success and viability of the all-volunteer force. One loud 

unified voice will ensure all in Washington know that the 

VFW will not tolerate any plan that requires those who 

serve and sacrifice the most to do even more. 

Talk to your Senator and Congressman! 

Continued from Page 2…. “Happenings” 

VOICE OF DEMOCRACY/PATRIOTS PEN 

The Post’s annual contest, unfortunately, was 
not met with much enthusiasm.  Participation 
from High Schools and Middle Schools has not 
generated the interest  in this great program 
that offers some very nice cash awards if the 
student’s essays are chosen as winners.  Sr. Vice 
Commander, Francis Reyes, did an admirable 
job in conducting this program.  The pre-defined 
topic for Voice of Democracy was entitled, “Is 
our Constitution Still Relevant?”  The Post win-
ner, Carlos Solorzana, Jr. from J. Serra High 
School, was presented a check from the Post for 
$300.00.  His entry was forwarded to District #2 
competition where it was learned that he placed 
2nd in the county.  The Patriot’s Pen contest for 
middle-schools had the pre-defined topic of 
“What Would I Tell America’s Founding Fa-
thers?”  The Post’s first place winner was Julie 
Reyes who received a Post check in the amount 
of $150.00 for her winning effort.  These stu-
dents and their parents were hosted to ours 
Awards Dinner held on December 19th, at the 
Irons-in-the-Fire restaurant.  Each winner deliv-
ered their essays to Post members attending the 
dinner.  The Patriot’s Pen contest also had a 
2nd place winner, Simon Ketema, who received 
a Post check for $100.00. 

POST OFFICER NOMINATIONS 

Nominations for Post officers for the year 2013-
2014 will be opened at the Mar 6th meeting.  Elec-
tions will take place at the April 10th meeting and 
Installation of elected officers will on May 22nd.  If 
you are interested in being a candidate for any of 
the positions (Commander, Sr. Vice Comdr, Jr. 
Vice Comdr, Quartermaster, Chaplain Surgeon, 
Judge Advocate or Trustee) please review the du-
ties and obligations for such position.  The posi-
tions of Adjutant, Service Officer, and Officer of 
the Day/Guard are appointed by the Commander 
along with Program Committee chairpersons.  No 
member may hold two elective Post offices at the 
same time but may hold one elective office and 
one or more appointed offices.  Obtaining the right 
cadre of officers is of utmost importance in the 
success of the Post achieving its goals for the year. 
Please convey any interest you may have to the 
Post Commander. 
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STOLEN VALOR ACT—Update    

 
 WASHINGTON - Those who lie about military service or make false claims about receiving military medals with 
the intent of benefiting from those claims would be committing a crime under legislation passed by the House 
Wednesday. 

 
 The House's 410-3 vote on what is known as the Stolen Valor Act came less than three months after the Su-
preme Court struck down the original act on the grounds that it violated First Amendment free speech rights. 
 
 The new bill attempts to get around the court ruling by making clear that it applies only in cases where people 
lie about a military record with the aim of obtaining payment or other benefits. 
"Defining the intent helps ensure that this law will pass constitutional scrutiny while at the same time achieving 
its primary objective, which is to preserve and protect the honor and integrity of military service and awards," 
said the bill's sponsor, Rep. Joe Heck, R-Nev. 
 
 The bill states that those who misrepresent their military service with the intent of receiving something of val-
ue would be subject to up to one year in prison. Following the lines of the court ruling, it exempts from punish-
ment those who simply wear military medals or decorations that do not belong to them. 
 
 The Supreme Court, in its 6-3 decision overturning the 2006 Stolen Valor Act in June, ruled that while lying 
about receiving military awards might be contemptible, it was protected by the First Amendment. Several justic-

es, however, also noted that it was established that the government could restrict speech if it involved false 

claims made to obtain money or other benefits. 
 
 Even before the 2006 act, enacted at the height of the fighting in Iraq, it was a federal crime to wear unearned 
medals. But there was no law banning claims of being decorated. 
 
 Defense Secretary Leon Panetta, speaking at a House hearing a month after the court ruling, said the Pentagon 
was launching a new website listing the names of those who had received the Medal of Honor since the Sept. 11 
terrorist attacks. He said the website could be expanded to include other recipients of military valor awards and 
medals. 
 
 The legislation now moves to the Senate, where Sen. Scott Brown, R-Mass., has introduced a companion bill. 
 
 "We cannot allow thieves and fraudsters to profit by falsely claiming the distinctions our heroes have earned," 
Brown said in a statement. "I will continue working in a bipartisan way to see this bill through the Senate." 

 

 Footnote:  The following Congressmen voted AGAINST passing this Bill: 

George Miller (D) CA 
Justin Amash  ((R)   MI 

Ron Paul (R) TX 

 

      

 

    Now Hear This:    

Thanks to the effort of Comrade Marc Gold, the Post now has a published Google 
phone number to make it easier for others to contact the Post.  The number is 
(949) 464-8391, with a PIN #7142.  He has also established a g-mail address of:  
vfwsc7142@gmail.com with a password of 7142vfwsc.  Marc will be working with 
the Post Commander to soon establish a web-site for the Post.  His efforts to bring 

the Post up to speed, technologically, are greatly appreciated. These younger minds, of our new 
members, are exactly what the Post needs to keep pace with our programs of growth.  Having the 
Post’s own web-site will certainly enhance communications between the Post, its members and 
others who are seeking to make contact with the Post.  Commander Padgett welcomes all members 
with bright new ideas to “step forward” and help make this Post the best it can be.                     
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  Veterans of Foreign Wars 

      George E. Smith Post #7142 

                    P.O. Box #1251 

      San Clemente, CA 92674-1251 

              

             VETERANS OF FOREIGN WARS 
              George E. Smith Post #7142  

                     “We honor the dead by serving the living”    

POST OFFICERS: 

Commander:              Dolores J. Padgett 

Sr. Vice Comdr:          Francis Reyes 

Jr. Vice Comdr:          Donald Young 

Quartermaster:           Alex J. Neil 

Chaplain:                    Jerald Quinlan 

Judge Advocate:         James Carson 

Surgeon:                    James Ferguson 

Trustee #3:                Clarence Kaleta 

Trustee #2:                Charles Gullett 

Trustee #1:                Barry Trauger 


