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     Welcome aboard for another year with the best organization in the country.  We have a 
busy year ahead but first I want to introduce those comrades who were recently elected to 
Post positions that will guide us through this year.  Elections were held this past April and 
our new officers are: 

                            Commander:                   Dolores “Dee” Padgett 

                            Sr. Vice Commander:      Francis Reyes 

                            Jr. Vice Commander:      Donald Young 

                            Quartermaster:               Alex Neil 

                            Chaplain:                        Jerald Quinlan 

                            Judge Advocate:             James Carson 

                            Surgeon:                         James Ferguson 

                            Trustee #3                      Clarence Kaleta 

                            Trustee #2                      Charles Gullett 

                            Trustee #1                      Barry Trauger 

     Appointed Positions: 

            Adjutant………………………………….      Alex Neil 

            Officer of the Day/Guard…………...      Clarence Kaleta 

            Service Officer………………………….      Dolores Padgett 

          Committee Appointments:     

     Membership:  D. Padgett/A. Neil        Ways & Means:   A. Neil/D. Padgett 

     Buddy Poppy:  F. Reyes/J. Quinlan    Publicity:    F. Reyes          

     Newsletter:      A. Neil                        Executive:     Dee Padgett 

     Post Dinners:  A. Neil                         V.O.D./P.P.:  Wheeler/Reyes/McChesney         

     Hospital:  R.Wheeler/J. Ferguson/D. Padgett  

     Boy Scouts-Jr ROTC:  F.Reyes/R.Wheeler 

    

      



Post Happenings:  The installation of recently elected officers was held 

on June 6th (easy to remember because it’s “D-Day”) at our Post dinner at the 

Irons-in-the-Fire restaurant at the golf course, 5:30 PM.  We were privileged to 

have Lou Jordan, commander of VFW District #2, to handle the installation cere-

monies.  Commander Jordan was assisted by Dan Schmaltz, District 2 Jr. Vice 

Commander.  What made it a special “D-Day for our Post?  Our very own “D”, 

Colonel Dee Padgett, was installed as Commander.  The first female to ever hold 

the Commander’s position within the Post.  The other Post officers are eager to 

serve and support their new hard-working leader.  Commander Padgett will also 

continue in her past year’s role of Post Service Officer.  Her leadership qualities 

and dedication are an inspiration to all members.  Commander Dee was also 

elected as Jr. Vice Commander for District #2 at the District Convention: that co-

vers all of Orange County.  Recruiting new members and excelling in the VFW 

programs will top her list of goals this coming year. 

     Our Post is proud to announce that we have achieved “All State” status for 

meeting membership goals, participation in Department programs and contribu-

tions that perpetuate the goals of the VFW in remembering that our mission is to 

“Remember the Dead by Helping the Living”.  We salute Commander George Key 

for his diligence and perseverance in guiding our Post from the brink of abandon-

ment, some six years ago, to a viable and growing Post that strives to support 

veterans and their families. 

Honor Reward:  Our hats are off to comrade Clarence Kaleta who has 

been selected by the group known as “Honor Flight”, where WWII veterans are      

selected from submitted applications to receive a free trip to Washington, D.C. 

to tour all the military memorials.  He flew out of San Diego airport on Friday, 

May 11th, toured the memorials on the 12th and flew back home on the 13th.  

All expenses were paid for by the non-profit group to honor the WWII vets.  In 

August of 2011, another comrade, David Reineman, was also chosen and made 

the trip.  Comrade Reineman was thrilled to have the opportunity.  This pro-

gram began in 2005 by taking 137 vets in that first year.  In 2006 they took 

891; in 2007 over 5,000; in 2008 they took 11,137; in 2009 they took 17,832; 

in 2010 they took 22,149 and in 2011 they took 18,035.  Funding comes from 

donations by individuals, small businesses and corporations who want to show 

their appreciation for the tasks our veterans took on.  Further information can 

be obtained at web-site:  www.honorflightsandiego.org  Post #7142 is pleased 

that two of our members have been given such an honor. 



 

 

 
Newly elected Commander, Col. Dee Padgett, is 

escorted at the swearing in ceremonies by Dan 

Schmaltz, Dist 2 Sr. Vice Commander, at the 

Irons in the Fire restaurant where the installation 

dinner was held on June 6, 2012 (D-Day).  Com-

mander Padgett is the first female elected as a 

commander of Post 7142 since its incorporation 

back in 1948.  Commander Padgett was a career 

Army officer serving as a nurse, with time spent 

in Vietnam.  District 2 Commander, Lou Jor-

dan ,conducted the installation ceremonies 

Swearing in ceremony of elected officers for the 

2012—2013 year for VFW Post 7142.  Command-

er: D. Padgett; Sr Vice Comdr: F. Reyes; Jr. Vice 

Comdr: D. Young; Quartermaster: A. Neil; Chap-

lain: J. Quinlan; Judge Advocate: J. Carson; Sur-

geon: J. Ferguson; and Trustee #3: C. Kaleta. 

Not pictured:  Trustee #2: C. Gullett and Trustee 

#1: B. Trauger who were installed at the Post 

meeting on June 13, 2012. 

Commander Dee Padgett accepts the congratula-

tions of District 2 Commander, Lou Jordan, after 

he passed the meeting gavel and relaying the 

many responsibilities facing  a new commander. 

Newly elected Commander Padgett pledged to dil-

igently concentrate on building the Post’s mem-

bership, open to both male and female veterans, 

participate in the VFW programs, and continuing 

the Post’s exemplary record of assisting veterans 

and their families.  

REMEMBER:  It’s not the price you pay for membership; 

                      It’s the price you paid to become eligible! 



I’m a Flag Waver 

I’m a Flag Waver, and proud of it. 

I watched the flag pass by one day, 

It fluttered in the breeze. 

A young marine saluted it, 

And then he stood at ease. 

 

I looked at him in uniform, 

So young, so tall, so proud. 

With hair cut square and eyes alert, 

He’d stand out in any crowd. 

 

I thought how many men like him 

Had fallen through years. 

How many died on foreign soil? 

How many mother’s tears? 

 

How many pilot’s planes shot down? 

How many died at sea? 

How many foxholes were soldiers graves? 

No, freedom isn’t free. 

 

I heard the sound of Taps one night, 

When everything was still. 

I listened to the bugler play 

And felt a sudden chill. 

 

I wondered just how many times 

That Taps had meant “Amen”, 

When a flag had draped a coffin, 

Of a brother or a friend. 

 

I thought of all the children, 

Of the mothers and the wives, 

Of fathers, sons, and husbands 

With interrupted lives. 

 

I thought about a graveyard 

At the bottom of the sea, 

Of unmarked graves in Arlington, 

No. freedom isn’t free. 

 

Enjoy Your Freedom & God Bless Our Troops. 



During the past year our Post was saddened with the loss of the follow-

ing ten comrades: 

Truman Benedict, Charles Cattanach, John Elvrum, Walter Evans,   

Clayton Fisher, William Jones, Robert Larsen, Robert Naismith,         

Donald Smith, and Dorothy Weirick. 

All were life members of our Post.   

Post Semi-annual Dinner Procedures: 

     As we approach the new year and with the preparation of the Post’s approved budget for the 

year 2012—2013, changes have been made to our approach of rewarding comrades with a free din-

ner for themselves and their spouse, as a means of enticing greater regular Post meeting attend-

ance.  In switching to semi-annual dinners, from the past program of quarterly dinners, the new 

rules will require a Post member to attend  a minimum of four monthly meetings out of six in or-

der to qualify for the attendance incentive. (i.e.  A member would have to attend at least 4 meet-

ings beginning with June through November to qualify for the December dinner and at least 4 

meetings beginning with December through May to qualify for the June dinner.  The December din-

ner will highlight the “Voice of Democracy” and “Patriots Pen” first place winners along with their 

parents and the June dinner will celebrate the officers elected to serve for the following year.  Tel-

ephone confirmations will be made by the Quartermaster to each qualified member, approximately 

one week before the meeting, to affirm the count of meals that have to be ordered by the restau-

rant.  Members who do not qualify, based on meeting attendance, may still attend the dinner but 

will have to pay for the meal.  They will be responsible for notifying the Quartermaster of their in-

tentions to attend and submit their payment for the meal.  If the restaurant holds the Post to a 

fixed confirmed patron count and should the member or his guest not attend, they may be billed 

by the Post for the cost of the meal that the Post would have to pay. 

                               New Members for 2011—2012: 

                             Robert Elton                     Rod McChesney 

                             James Ferguson                Mike Wiechman      

                             Gene Fournier                   Robert Patterson 

                                                  Richard Wheeler 

      Welcome aboard comrades!  The Post is pleased to have you join us and looks      
forward to having you participate in our goals for the all veterans and their families. 
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      George E. Smith Post #7142 

                    P.O. Box #1251 

      San Clemente, CA 92674-1251 

              

             VETERANS OF FOREIGN WARS 

              George E. Smith Post #7142 

POST OFFICERS: 

Commander:              Dolores J. Padgett 

Sr. Vice Comdr:          Francis Reyes 

Jr. Vice Comdr:          Donald Young 

Quartermaster:           Alex J. Neil 

Chaplain:                    Jerald Quinlan 

Judge Advocate:         James Carson 

Surgeon:                    James Ferguson 

Trustee #3:                Clarence Kaleta 

Trustee #2:                Charles Gullett 

Trustee #1:                Barry Trauger 


