
 
 

 
VFW   Post 7142 

MEETING MINUTES 

                                           May 8, 2013 
 
                                                               

 Post meeting was called to order by Commander Padgett at 1902 hours. 
 
 

VISITORS:  Two Lance Corporals (Chas. Washington & Jacob Hoffeshein) from the 
Post’s adopted unit, 1st Battalion, 4th Marines, 2nd Platoon, Alpha Co. were 

introduced and offered a brief personal history. 
 
  Clarence Kaleta, Officer of the Day, led the post in a salute to the colors. 

 
     Jr. Vice Comdr., Don Young, filled in for the absent Chaplain Quinlan and gave 

the opening invocation in accordance with the ritual.   
 
     Commander D. Padgett led the members in the recitation of the Pledge of 

Allegiance and the Congressional pledge.   
 
ROLL CALL OF OFFICERS: 

 
     Officers Present:  Dolores Padgett, Alex Neil, Clarence Kaleta,  Jim Carson, Barry 

Trauger, Donald Young, and Charles Gullett.  
 
     Officers Absent:  Francis Reyes, Jerald Quinlan and Jim Ferguson 

 
A total of 19 comrades attended the meeting, including the officers named above. 
 

    Membership Applications:  Wayne K. Greenleaf submitted information to transfer 
into the Post from Post 402 Keith-Holmes Post in Pennsylvania.  Wayne is a Navy 

Veteran and new resident of San Clemente. 
 
     Approval of Minutes:  April 2013’s Minutes were emailed to all officers and hard 

copies were made available for review at this meeting.  Upon review comrade 
Trauger moved acceptance of the minutes with comrade Carson seconding the 

motion and the Post membership approved. 
 



 
 

 
Approval of Quartermaster Financial Reports: 

 
      March Receipts:    $        451.52   
      Disbursements:                167.25                       Net:  $     284.27 

 
Yr. to date (10 mos.) Receipts:   $ 11,556.56 
Year to date disbursement:           33,834.14                    Net:   ($ 22,277.59) 

  
 

      Quartermaster Neil reported that the Trustees met just prior to the Post 
meeting on May 8th and audited the April 2013 monthly financial reports.  On a 
motion from comrade Trauger and seconded by comrade Carson, the reports were 

accepted.  Future Trustee meetings will be held on the same day as the Post 
meeting and will convene at 6:30 PM in order to be completed by the time our Post 

meeting begins. 
 
Reading of Bills:  None reported    

 
Report of Service Officer:  No reports of any new cases 
 

Comrades or Families in Distress:  None 
 

Committee Reports:   
 
  Buddy Poppy:  Poppy Chairman, F. Reyes, was absent.  Commander Padgett 

recirculated a Poppy station sign-up sheet in trying to fill some of the gaps in 
coverage; particularly on Sunday, March 26th. 
 

  Newsletter:  Member profiles were once again solicited for inclusion in the 
Newsletter by comrade Neil. 

 
 Post Dinners:  Quartermaster Neil, Dinner Committee Chairman, reminded the 
members of the Installation dinner on Wednesday, May 22nd, at 1730 hours.  

Officers to be installed are reminded to wear their VFW caps. 
 

 Hospital:  No further report.  Commander Padgett suggested the she, comrade 
Ferguson and comrade Montoya attend the hospital orientation for volunteers, 
together 

 
 Publicity:  Information has been submitted to Fred Swegles, Sun Post reporter 
regarding the Post’s Scout of the Year award with the hope that he will cover her 

prize award at the Dinner this month. 
 



  Boy Scouts/ROTC:  none.  Comrade Wheeler reported he will be meeting with the 
Sargent Major of their unit this month. 

 
  V.O.D./P.P:  Commander Padgett reported on the meeting with school personnel to 

kick off the competition for this coming year. 
 
  Membership:  Comrade Neil reported the Post’s results for the current year as: 11 

new members, 8 renewals, 5 transfers in, 1 transfer out, 6 deceased, 4 unpaid; with 
a total overall count of 120.   
 

  Web-site:   Marc Gold, webmaster reported the site is up to date with recent 
minutes and newsletters posted and the update on new members. 

 
  Ways & Means:  Reminder that the Budget Committee will meet on May 9th at 
Quartermaster Neil’s home at 1800 hours to prepare the 2013 – 2014 budget, for 

presentation to the members at the June meeting. 
 

  Executive:  No report 
 
Remember our National Home:  Jr. Vice Comdr., Don Young, led the members in 

prayer for our National Home in accordance with ritual. 
 
Unfinished Business:  The obligation ceremony for new members was once again 

postponed until the next regular Post meeting. 
The Post has had a playground set given to us for being the highest Post contributor 

to the VFW National Home and will donate it to an elementary  school in the DeLuz 
Family Housing (a Hunt Military Community) at Camp Pendleton.  Commander 
Padgett has directed comrade Gold to put a picture of it on our web site.  Sign-ups 

for our Memorial Day Poppy drive were once again solicited and there are a few 
stations unmanned that need to be filled. 
   

New Business:  A straw poll of the members was taken regarding the notice that Dist 
#2 wants to raise the per capita dues of Posts from $1.00 to $10.00.  It was met 

with a resounding rejection by the members and Commander Padgett will carry that 
as her vote to the District level. 
Another straw poll of members was taken regarding plans by the Calif. VFW Dept to 

enlarge Dist 2’s Post membership by an additional 8 Posts due to the many 
consolidation of Posts that have occurred and to make it economically more feasible 

for Post management by Dept.  Post members showed no great interest, one way or 
another, since it doesn’t have an effect on how our post is operated.  Commander 
Padgett will carry a favorable vote (yes) back to the District level. 

Discussion was held on holding a picnic for the Post’s adopted unit (Alpha Raiders) 
before they have to deploy to a conflict zone.  Comrade Carson will coordinate the 
event with the help of Ed Moore and hope to schedule it during the week in June or 

July.  It was suggested that perhaps the Elk’s Lodge could be arranged for this  
 



 
 

event.  Mike Turner will be the contact liaison with the Elks to work out the space, 
date and time, and availability of  meal preparation.                         

 
 
 

Good of the Order:  Commander Padgett reminded members of the recently 
established Tim Laursen Membership Assistance Fund and encouraged Post 
members to consider donating to the fund.  The purpose is to provide some 

financial help to veterans who may not be able to afford the cost of dues.  Donations 
to this fund qualify as tax deductible and the fund currently stands at $155.00. 

The Commander also reminded members of the San Diego Padres Military Program 
for those that wish to take advantage of it. 
Announcement was also given of the request from the San Clemente Senior Center 

for volunteers to assist in a Memorial Day event on May 24th.  Those interested are 
to contact Kathie Lee at the center. 

Comrade Michael Turner delivered a plaque presented to our Post from the Elk’s 
Lodge 2068 and a letter expressing appreciation for the donation our Post made to 
them in the amount of $1,000.00 this past year.  Members were reminded that the 

Elk’s allow our Post to meet there each month for meetings at no cost and that we 
have had a very cordial relationship with the Elk’s Lodge for a number of years. 
Commander Padgett was bursting with pride when she announced that her son, 

comrade Chris Padgett who is on active duty was recently promoted to Command 
Sergeant Major, E-9. 

 
 Closing Ceremony:  Officer of the Day, C. Kaleta led the members in a salute to the 
colors.  

 
 The closing prayer was offered by Jr. Vice Comdr., Don Young, in accordance with 
the ritual. 

 
Meeting was adjourned by Commander Padgett at 1955 hours. 

 
 
 

Respectfully submitted:                        Alex J. Neil, Adjutant 
                                                              

 
                                          


