
 
 

 
VFW  Post 7142 

MEETING MINUTES 

                                         March 11, 2015 
 
                                                            

 Post meeting was called to order by Commander Padgett at 1908 hours. 
 
Officer of the Day, Jim Ferguson, verified the membership cards of all those present 

and confirmed such to the Commander.  He then led the membership in a Salute to 
the Colors. 

 
VISITORS:  Relatives of deceased comrade, Charles Keihn attended the Post’s 
ceremony of draping the charter in honor of our deceased member.  A motion by 

comrade Carson, seconded by comrade Trauger to drape the charter was approved.  
The draping will remain in place for thirty days. 

        Potential member candidate, Bill Koelzer, recruited by Marc Gold, was 
introduced and spoke of his service in the Navy in the early sixties. 
 

       Chaplain M. Wiechman gave the opening invocation in accordance with the 
ritual.   
 

     Commander Padgett led the members in the recitation of the Pledge of 
Allegiance and the Congressional pledge.   

 
ROLL CALL OF OFFICERS:    
 

     Officers Present:  Dee Padgett, Alex Neil,  Barry Trauger, Jim Ferguson and Mike 
Wiechman  
 

     Officers Absent:  Wayne Greenleaf, Francis Reyes, Terell DeVoe and Mike Turner 
 

 
A total of  14 comrades attended the meeting, including the officers named above. 
 

    Membership Applications:   All received have been processed. 
 

    Balloting for Applicants:  none 
 



    Mustering in of Recruits:  none 
 

 
     Reading of Minutes:  Reading of Minutes was waived since they were posted on 

the web-site.  Motion to accept was made by comrade Trauger, seconded by comrade 
Wiechman and approved by members on a voice vote. 
 

 
 
 

 Quartermaster’s  Report of Receipts and Disbursements: 
 

February Receipts               $     929.53 
February Disbursements            212.85 
  Net:                                    $   716.68     

 
Yr. to date Receipts:                     $ 12,540.91 

Year to date disbursement:           $ 13,498.40  
8 months Yr. to Date Net:             $(     957.19) 
 

 
  
      Quartermaster Neil reported the Trustees and Commander met on Wednesday, 

March 11th, just prior to the Post meeting, and audited the Financial Reports for 
the Month of February.  Motion was made to accept the Financial Reports, as 

audited, by comrade Trauger and seconded by commander Padgett. 
 
Reading of Bills:  Recent Bill paid for Post Liability Insurance for $562.64 (April 1 

premium).  A check for $200 was issued for the V.O.D. winner and a $100 check was 
issued to the Girl Scout Troop #3034 from Camp Pendleton, per the budget. 
 

Report of Service Officer: no report     
 

Comrades or Families in Distress: Commander Padgett reported on Kevin Keim’s 
recent orthopedic surgery, comrades F. Reyes and M. Turners sickness that caused 
them to miss the meeting and the hospitalization of comrade Perry Harris, a 

recently reinstated member. 
 

Committee Reports:    
 
  Buddy Poppy:   Reminder to sign up with comrade Turner and DeVoe for the 

Memorial Day event. 
 
  Newsletter:  Editors last Newsletter to be mailed around March 27, 2015.  Comrade 

Carretti, New Editor, to take over after the Apr-May-Jun Newsletter is published.  



Commander made another plea for Profiles (picture and bio) from those members 
that have not as yet submitted one. 

 
    Hospital:   District #2 is sponsoring a LBVA BBQ for the patients and the Post 

agreed to provide financial support. 
 
  Publicity:  Web-site now has posted our Sponsor Donation Letter.  Commander 

Padgett reminded members of signing up for Loyalty Day (collection of 
unserviceable flags) and Patriots Day where a flag retirement program will be 
handled by comrades Padgett, Justin Smith and Marc Gold. 

 
 Boy Scouts/ROTC/Naval Sea Cadets: John Tanner’s application for Scout of the 

Year was reviewed by Leo Block and Barry Trauger who agreed it should be 
forwarded on to District #2.  Tanner will be presented with a check for $100,at the 
Post BBQ on March 18th, with his family in attendance. 

 
 

 Teacher Award:  no report 
 
  V.O.D. /P.P:  Award to be presented to John Tanner with check for $200, a VOD 

Pin and a Badge at the March 18th BBQ. 
 
Membership:    132 total members.  Includes 11 new members.   24 members have 

renewed, 2 members deceased. The Post has met the requirements for All State 
status.  It appears the Post needs to gain the renewal of a minimum of one more 

renewals, from the “unpaid” to qualify for “All American”.  Commander Padgett and 
comrade Frank Carter have been awarded recruiter pins from National for recruiting 
five members each. 

 
  Web-site:   Many updates have been added for viewing and Commander Padgett 
encouraged members to check it out. 

 
  Ways & Means:  The sale of the Mid-America Apartments investment which has 

been on hold will likely be sold this month since the market has been in a tailspin 
lately and the Post does not desire to suffer more of a loss on the sale. 

 

  Executive:   
 

Remember our National Home Prayer:      Chaplain M. Wiechman delivered the 
prayer for the National Home in accordance with the ritual. 
 

 
Unfinished Business:   The Obligation Ceremony for eleven members was postponed 
to a future meeting since none of those involved attended the meeting. 

 



The BBQ for the 2nd Platoon, Alpha Raiders will be held on Wednesday, March 18th, 
with 47 of the Raiders expected, along with 5 members of the Tanner family (VOD 

Post winner).  Hot dogs, hamburgers, salad and other pot luck items will be on the 
menu.  Members were encouraged to attend.  Comrade Carson will be the chef and 

asked for help from members. 
 
 New Business:  District #2 will be hosting the L.B.V.A. BBQ and has requested 

support from the Posts. On a motion by comrade Carson, seconded by comrade 
Elton to provide $200 in the form of support for Canteen Books and assistance for 
the cost of food, it was passed unanimously by the members. 

 
      Nominations for the election of 2015-2016 Post Officers were held with the 

following pending results: 
 
                   Commander:                  Michael Turner 

      Sr. Vice Commander:                  Dolores J. Padgett 
      Jr. Vice Commander:                  Wayne Greenleaf 

               Quartermaster:                  Alex J. Neil 
                        Chaplain:                  Michael Wiechman 
                 Trustee No. 3:                  James Ferguson 

                 Trustee No. 2:                  Francis Reyes (moving up) 
                 Trustee No. 1:                  Barry Trauger (moving up) 
 

Nominations will remain open until the April Post meeting, should anyone else be 
nominated to these positions, with a final vote being taken at the April meeting.  

Members are encouraged to participate in the voting and to support these brave 
souls in guiding the Post for the coming 2015 – 2016 year.  Appointments of:  Judge 
Advocate, Surgeon, Officer of the Day/Guard, Service Officer and Committee 

Chairman will be finalized by the selected Commander Elect at that time. 
 
  

Good of the Order  Quartermaster Neil reported that the shipment on our VFW 
Canopy Pop-Up has been delayed due to the West Coast dock-workers strike.  No 

known delivery date is available at this time.  
     The Pinewood Derby contest, hosted by the Cub Scouts, will be held on March 
14th and comrade Wiechman stated he would attend.  

     Commander Padgett discussed the program, “Is Anyone Listening” which she 
said is available on DVD, that tells the story of suffering of our returning veterans 

and what we can do to help.  She will make it available to the Post, once secured. 
 
 

Closing Ceremony:  Officer of the Day, J. Ferguson led the members in a salute to 
the colors.  
 

    The Post closing prayer was offered by Chaplain M. Wiechman, in accordance 
with the ritual. 



 
Meeting was adjourned by Commander Padgett at 2020 hours. 

 
 

 
 
Respectfully submitted:                        Alex J. Neil, Acting Adjutant 

 
                                                              
 

                                          


