
  

 

    B-Day: 6/14/1775               B-Day: 11/10/1775               B-Day: 10/13/1775                B-Day: 9/18/1947               B-Day: 8/4/1790 

As we end our winter quarter I would like to take this opportunity to thank you all for your support 

and hard work to make and keep our Post viable.  We are small but mighty and growing all the time.  

For the new members and those that have transferred in, I would like to remind you that you are a 

member of the nation’s largest organization of combat veterans. Now, more than ever, is your     

continued service and dedication needed to support and assist our fellow comrades and their      

families. We are not a political organization but our voices do need to be heard in Washington for 

the continued support of Veterans and military benefits legislation.  We need to continue our loyalty 

to the Corps under which we have served.   

My observation these past Memorial, Patriots and Veterans Day is that we need to be more involved 

in the San Clemente Community and Schools to foster Patriotism – Americanism and perpetuate the 

memory and honor all of our Veterans for their service.  How can we do this???  My goal this 2014 

is to immerse San Clemente VFW Post 7142 as the Veteran Organization for the city of San   

Clemente, starting with meetings with the Mayor and City council and the Semper Fi foundation.   

I, with the help of you, would like to get into the school curriculum as guest speakers.  I will also    

continue to speak to any social or philanthropic organization that wants to hear about Veteran and 

Military needs and the experience of women in the military.   We can also be a help to the Boy and 

Girl Scouts for their badges in patriotism and Americanism.    

We have now aligned with the Valley Forge Sea Cadets out of Pendleton.  There is a lot of opportuni-

ty to mentor and teach them.  Our joint Veterans Day at the Villa demonstrated to me their       

commitment to veterans and their hunger to hear more about the different wars and experiences.  

They will be our honor guard at our semi Annual dinners, help with our social dinners and be a part 

of the Memorial Day, Patriot’s Day and Veterans Day  Buddy Poppy  Fund raiser and commemorative 

weekends.  I hope you will serve with them during these weekends. 

                                                      Commander Dolores J. Padgett,  Colonel—retired 
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 Post Happenings:  The Post enjoyed a pleasant surprise when a long time member, 

Gary Henninger, showed up at the Nov. 13th meeting.  Comrade Henninger had been 

AWOL from Post meetings for about 15 years (his own admission) but was welcomed back 

by a newer cadre of current members.  Gary has therefore set a good precedent for other 

“old timers” to come back to Post meetings every 2nd Wednesday of the month, 1900 

hours at the Elk’s Lodge in San Clemente. 

  

The results of the Post’s Veterans Day Poppy drive were below our budgeted                   

expectations.  Gross proceeds totaled $2,480, compared to the $4,092 we took in last 

year.  Poppy collections were conducted at three super-markets (Ralph’s on El Camino,  

Albertsons’ on Pico near the high school and Albertsons’ in the Wal-Mart Center).            

Unfortunately the Post missed out on Stater Brothers because a local Boy Scout troop    

requested that spot before our Post did.  The Post has an aggressive budget for Poppy 

drives this year and will have to work hard next Memorial Day in an attempt to achieve 

our goal.  More volunteer workers from our Comrade base would go a long way to achieving 

our expectations.  Sign up!  Join in to help your other Post comrades make these       

fundraisers a success. 

 

 

Now Hear This:   

   It’s not to late to get that all-important Flu Shot.  Do it now to pro-

tect yourself and your family.  

 

 

Please Save These Dates: 

 

Feb 8th 2014:  3rd Dist #2 meeting at the South Shores Church in Dana Point. This is 
your chance to see how the District functions and let them know that the San 
Clemente Post stands strong.   

Apr. 12th, 2014:  District 2 Long Beach VA Hospital Bar-B-Que—Always need help and 
the veterans look forward to meeting and talking with you. 

Apr. 25—27th 2014: District 2 Convention and Official Visit from State Commander.  
District 2 elections are held that weekend. 

May 24, 25 & 26th, 2014:  Memorial Day Poppy Drive at our local markets. Please 
commit to at least 4 hours at a Poppy station.  Memorial Day Service is May 26th at 
the Community Center on Del Mar.  Our Post will lay a wreath in honor of our fallen 
comrades. 
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Interested in sharing your military profile?? Contact the Newsletter Editor, Alex Neil by phone at 366-8477 

or e-mail:  ajneil@cox.net  

Wayne Greenleaf, USN.    Enlisted in the Naval Reserve at age 17. Made 

E-5 in Reserve before Officer Candidate School and was commissioned as 

an Ensign.  After attending schools in Virginia Beach and San Diego he was 

ordered to the battleship New Jersey. Did a year tour of duty on the New 

Jersey in Vietnam and the Pacific; later transferred to the USS St. Louis.  

After Vietnam and active duty he worked for a nuclear electric utility for 26 

years, in Human Resources.  During his time in the Reserve he had two  

significant commands; one in PA including a Fleet Hospital and the other in 

N.J..  After 30 years service he retired as a Captain.  After retirement he 

did consulting work for Merrill-Lynch, then moved to San Francisco, later 

taking his present position in Cypress, CA. Wayne has been married for 45 

years and he and his wife dote on a beautiful grand-daughter and four 

grandsons. 

 

Sharon Ignat, USN,  the daughter of a career Naval Officer, she followed 

in her father's footsteps being commissioned as a Navy Nurse Corps officer 

in 1981. She spent almost 9 years on active duty with tours of duty in San 

Diego and Japan. She served in a variety of leadership roles in both         

outpatient and inpatient settings, including a tour at the Naval School of 

Health Sciences in San Diego.  After retiring in 1990, Sharon continued her 

military career in the Naval Reserves where she was privileged to           

participate in numerous humanitarian medical missions as well as a brief 

tour aboard the USS Nassau. In 2010 she was called back to active duty for 

7 months to camp Arifjan, in Kuwait serving as Care Team Director       

supporting operations Enduring Freedom, Iraqi Freedom and New Dawn.  

She currently works, part-time, as a Family Nurse Practitioner in Costa 

Mesa and teaches part-time at CSULB in the graduate nursing program. 

She resides with her husband, Valentin and their 15 year old daughter,    

Rachel.  Sharon retired, last August, after 32 years or combined Naval   

Service.   

Kevin Keim, U.S. Army.  His MOS is 153DB Blackhawk Helicopter Pilot 

and Safety Officer.  He joined the service in Nov. 1987 and has served tours 

in Egypt-1999, Italy-2001, Afghanistan-2002 and Iraq-2010.  Kevin is         

currently employed as a Fire Captain here in San Clemente at F.S. 50 for 

29 years. He is married to Tara, his lovely wife of 25 years; they have two 

children, Dillon 22 and Janel 18. He looks forward to retirement and jeeping 

around the country with his incredibly understanding wife. His daughter 

attends college at Saddleback and his son will graduate from Univ. of San 

Diego in Dec and will commission as a Second Lieutenant in the Army.  

Kevin enjoys his time at the Post and meeting other members. 
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WELCOME TO NEW POST MEMBERS 

John Carretti, USMC, is a “life member” transfer 
to our Post from being an “at large” member. 

Michael Chamberlin, Army, an annual  member 
recruited by Commander Padgett. Mike was in 
the first graduating class at San Clemente High 
School. 

Frank Carter, USMC is activity duty military at 
Camp Pendleton, recruited by Commander 
Padgett. He has served in Iraq, Afghanistan, and 
Bosnia/Kosovo. 

 

         Thought for the Day 

We are always hearing about how Social       

Security is going to run out of money. 

 

How come we never hear about Welfare     

running out of money? 

Commander’s Award 

         Commander Dolores Padgett, 

retired Colonel, was presented with 

an award from District #2 when Jes-

sica Nguyen and Colonel Joe Snyder 

of Torch 1975, Inc. visited the No-

vember 13, 2013 Post meeting to 

present the honor. (Refer to Page #5 

to learn more about “Operation  

Babylift” and the reunion held on 

July 13th and 14th.)  Commander 

Padgett assisted in organizing the 

arrival of babies from Saigon to the 

Presido –Chrissy Field. The first 

children arrived on Apr. 4 aboard a 

C-5 aircraft. She supervised their 

medical evaluation, general care 

and feeding with the aid of the Boys 

and Girl Scouts. She met planes  

arriving at San Francisco airport 

right along with President Ford. U.S. 

Marine Nikki Logan who was the 

first baby Pres. Ford carried off the 

plane was the Commander’s house 

guest for a week leading up to the 

reunion of so many babies that were 

in involved in that historical Baby-

Recently issued Medal 

of Honor stamp is now 

available through the 

U.S. Postal Service. 

Please consider using 

this stamp to show our pride for those 

who so valiantly earned it. 

CONGRATULATIONS: 

Vice Commanders, Michael Turner and Marc 

Gold have converted to Installment Life 

Members. This brings our total Life Members 

to 96, out of a total membership of 120;   

(80%)  A good move for Annual Members to 

consider with dues now increased to $40. 



5 

 
 

Operation Babylift 



6 

 

  Veterans of Foreign Wars 

      George E. Smith Post #7142 

                    P.O. Box #1251 

      San Clemente, CA 92674-1251 

 

              

             VETERANS OF FOREIGN WARS           Web-site: www.vfw7142.com 
              George E. Smith Post #7142                                              Phone:  949-464-8391 

                     “We honor the dead by serving the living”              E-mail:  info@VFW7142.com 

                     

POST OFFICERS: 

Commander:              Dolores J. Padgett 

Sr. Vice Comdr:          Marc Gold 

Jr. Vice Comdr:          Michael Turner 

Quartermaster:         Alex J. Neil 

Chaplain:                    Michael Wiechman 

Judge Advocate:         James Carson 

Surgeon:                    Donald Young 

Trustee #3:                Barry Trauger 

Trustee #2:                Clarence Kaleta 

Trustee #1:                Sharon Ignat 

Web-Master:              Marc Gold 

 

 


