
 
 

 
VFW   Post 7142 

MEETING MINUTES 

                                         April 10, 2013 
 
                                                               

 Post meeting was called to order by Commander Padgett at 1900 hours. 
 
 

VISITORS:  Jim Behmerwohld, former Post member who had transferred to the Dana 
Point Post requesting he be transferred back to our Post. 

 
  Clarence Kaleta, Officer of the Day, led the post in a salute to the colors. 
 

     Chaplain Quinlan gave the opening invocation in accordance with the ritual.   
 

     Commander D. Padgett led the members in the recitation of the Pledge of 
Allegiance and the Congressional pledge.   
 

ROLL CALL OF OFFICERS: 
 
     Officers Present:  Dolores Padgett, Alex Neil, Francis Reyes, Clarence Kaleta,  

Jim Carson, Barry Trauger, Donald Young, Charles Gullett, Jim Ferguson and Jerald 
Quinlan,   

 
     Officers Absent:  none 
 

A total of 16 comrades attended the meeting, including the officers named above. 
 
    Membership Applications:  Processed Life Member application for Sharon P. 

Ignat, U.S. Navy active reserve, recruited by Comrade D. Young with all documents 
submitted.  Jim Behmerwohld, former member, filled out a Member Declaration 

requesting he be transferred back to our Post from the Dana Point Post; this will be 
processed immediately. 
 

     Approval of Minutes:  March 2013’s Minutes were emailed to all officers and hard 
copies were made available for review at this meeting.  Upon review comrade Young 

moved acceptance of the minutes with comrade Carson seconding the motion and 
the Post membership approved. 



 
 

 
 

Approval of Quartermaster Financial Reports: 
 

      March Receipts:    $         78.15   

      Disbursements:             1,207.76                       Net:  $  (1129.67) 
 
Yr. to date (9 mos.) Receipts:     $ 11,105.03 

Year to date disbursement:           33,666.89                    Net:   ($ 22,561.86) 
  

 
      Quartermaster Neil reported that the Trustees met just prior to the Post 
meeting on April 10th and audited the March 2013 monthly financial reports, along 

with the Quarterly Trustee Report for the period ending March 31, 2013, as 
presented.  On a motion from comrade Reyes and seconded by comrade Quinlan, 

the reports were accepted.  Future Trustee meetings will be held on the same day as 
the Post meeting and will convene at 6:30 PM in order to be completed by the time 
our Post meeting begins. 

 
Reading of Bills:  None reported    
 

Report of Service Officer:  No reports of any new cases 
 

Comrades or Families in Distress:  Comrade Higgins was reported doing fairly well 
after brain surgery in Alaska and should return to his home sometime in this month 
of April. 

 
Committee Reports:   
 

  Buddy Poppy:  Letters to markets and personal visits have been accomplished to 
secure permission to conduct our Poppy Drive.  Poppy chairman Reyes circulated a 

sign up roster for volunteers with date, time and market assignments. 
 
  Newsletter:  Member profiles were once again solicited for inclusion in the 

Newsletter by comrade Neil. 
 

 Post Dinners:  Comrade Neil reported the May Installation will be held at the 
Municipal Golf Course Restaurant, Paradise of the Pacific (formerly Irons in the Fire) 
on May 22nd, 1730 hours.  Qualifying members will be contacted by phone to firm 

up dinner confirmations and meal selection, which is now required by the 
restaurant.  Members were reminded of the importance showing up once they have 
confirmed their attendance; otherwise the cost of the meal will be their 

responsibility. 
 



 
 Hospital:  No further report 

 
 Publicity:  nothing to report. 

 
  Boy Scouts/ROTC:  No formal report.  Ongoing progress has been made in the 
Post’s sponsorship of the Cub Scout Pack at Camp Pendleton.  Comrade Wheeler 

reported he will continue contact with the Saddleback Young Marines to evaluate 
their assistance to the Post for the Buddy Poppy drive. 
 

  V.O.D./P.P:  Work will soon commence with the schools to promote the program.  
Commander Padgett stated she would help Commander Reyes with this 

responsibility and enlist the help of comrade Keim, as well. 
 
  Membership:  Comrade Neil reported the Post’s results for the current year as: 11 

new members, 8 renewals, 3 transfers in, 1 transfer out, 6 deceased, 4 unpaid; with 
a total overall count of 117.  In order to qualify for “All State” the Post will need to 

gain 8 new members. 
 
  Web-site:   No update report as Marc Gold was absent 

 
  Ways & Means:  Nothing to report 
 

  Executive:  No report 
 

Remember our National Home:  Chaplain Quinlan led the members in prayer for our 
National Home in accordance with ritual. 
 

Unfinished Business:  The member obligation ceremony was once again postponed 
since only three of the four comrades scheduled were in attendance.  
   

New Business:  Officer Elections were held for the 2013 – 2014 year with results as 
follows: 

 
Commander:                Dolores Padgett 
Sr. Vice Commander:   M. Gold 

Jr. Vice Commander:   Mike Turner 
Quartermaster:            Alex Neil 

Judge Advocate:          Jim Carson 
Surgeon:                      Don Young 
Chaplain:                     J M. Wiechman 

Trustee #3:                  Barry Trauger 
Trustee #1: (open)        Kevin Keim 
          

     
                               



 
 

A white ballot was cast on a motion made by comrade Neil and seconded by comrade 
Quinlan, in favor of those nominees who were not contested for immediate election 

and the positions of Chaplain (Quinlan and Wiechman) and Sr. Vice Commander 
(Reyes and Gold) were voted on by written ballot with M. Gold and M. Wiechman 
being the successful winners.                                     

Note:  F. Reyes had withdrawn his name as candidate for Trustee #1 when informed 
that if he wished to continue as the Buddy Poppy Chairman, he could not serve as a 
Trustee since fund generation positions are audited by Trustees. 

     Commander Padgett appointed the following officers to the following positions: 
 

                         Adjutant:    Alex Neil 
                Service Officer:    Michael Turner (with back-up from C. Padgett) 
Officer of the Day/Guard:    Jim Ferguson 

 
Adjutant Neil will report the election results to VFW Nat’l Hq, Department and 

District #2 in the next day or so. 
          Commander Padgett reported that our Post had received special recognition 
as being the highest monetary donor to the National Home for Children in California 

and was awarded a prize of a large Playground Set.  Input and recommendations will 
be pursued as to who the Post shall donate this equipment to. 
     A budget committee was appointed to assist in preparing the 2013-2014 budget 

which will be presented to members in June.  Committee members are Trustees B. 
Trauger, C. Kaleta, and K. Keim; along with Quartermaster Neil, Commander 

Padgett, Sr. Vice Commander F. Reyes and Jr. Vice Commander-elect Michael 
Turner.  Members will meet in May to construct the budget. 
 

Good of the Order:  Commander Padgett reminded Post members of the upcoming 
District #2 convention (Apr 27th & 28th).  The commander will attend both days and 
members were encouraged to attend the Sunday Dist. meeting. 

      Commander Padgett also reminded Post members of our newly established 
Members Assistance Fund to encourage member donations, which are tax 

deductible, and will help members with membership costs if they can’t afford them. 
 

 Closing Ceremony:  Officer of the Day, C. Kaleta led the members in a salute to the 

colors.  
 

 The closing prayer was offered by Chaplain Quinlan, in accordance with the ritual. 
 
Meeting was adjourned by Commander Padgett at 2004 hours. 

 
 
 

Respectfully submitted:                        Alex J. Neil, Adjutant 
                                                              



 
                                          


