
  

B-Day: 6/14/1775         B-Day: 11/10/1775        B-Day: 10/13/1775        B-Day: 9/18/1947         B-Day: 8/4/1790 

     I was reading all our Post Newsletters from the time I became a member in April 2010.  What 

growth we have had in the last two years.  We are becoming a Post to be reckoned with.  The Dana 

Point Post brags of their achievements of All State and All American status and they have done it 
because of member dedication  to achieving goals.  Our Post met all of the goals set by Dept. and 

National, except for membership.  We’ll change that this coming year, for sure.  Our Post set a new 

Post record for our Memorial Day Poppy drive event with donations of $5,228 and when you add 

Veterans Day and other minor events in the amount of $4,216, we attained an annual total of 

$9.444.  A cadre of dedicated comrades made this possible.  The Post re-established its relationship 

with its adopted unit, 1st Battalion, 4th Regiment, 2nd Platoon, Alpha Co (the Raiders).  The Post 
also adopted the Cub Scouts Pack at the San Onofre Marine Base School.  Because of our continued, 

generous donation to the VFW National Home for Children (The highest Post in the state), the Post 

was awarded a Playground Set from the Men’s Auxiliary, Post #2266, Hemet-San Jacinto Valley, 

which it promptly donated to a Marine enlisted housing unit at Camp Pendleton.  We have recruited 

members in the last two years that have brought us expertise and innovative ideas, such as our Web-
site, developed by Marc Gold, our web-master and newly elected Sr. Vice Commander.  The Post has 

also created business cards to aid in recruitment.  Increasing membership is critical to revenue en-

hancement through more participation in Poppy Drives and member participation on Committees. 

I want to personally thank my staff for the 2012-2013 year for all their hard work. Special thanks to 

Francis Reyes as Buddy Poppy chairman and his work with V.O.D. and Patriot’s Pen and Jerry Quin-

lan deserves a vote of thanks for all the years as our Chaplain; Jim Ferguson’s diligent work as Post 
Surgeon in arranging the relationship with the VA hospital in LaJolla. Our new senior officers, Marc 

Gold and Michael Turner fill crucial positions for the Post’s future; both are eager and energetic.  

Mike Wiechman is our new Chaplain who will inflect his spiritual value to the membership.  Clar-

ence Kaleta and Barry Trauger will be joined by Kevin Keim as Trustees to audit business affairs, 

while Don Young steps in as the Post’s new Surgeon and Jim Carson continues on as Judge Advo-
cate.  Our next event will be hosting a BBQ for our adopted Marine Unit. It will be held at the Elk’s 

Lodge around the end of July for the Alpha Raiders and their families as a send-off for the Unit’s up-

coming deployment to Afghanistan.  Let’s give them a grand departure party to show them that San 

Clemente and Post #7142 is always there for them.  Thanks to Mike Turner, our liaison to the Elk’s 

lodge for coordinating this event.  This Commander couldn’t ask for a better bunch of guys and the 

support they have shown me.   
                                                                    Commander Dee Padgett 
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Post Happenings:   

                                                  

Now Hear This:  Soliciting Help and Support 

The Post is asking our Comrades to consider making a charitable donation, payable to: 
VFW Post 7142, to build our Member Assistance Fund.  The purpose of this fund is to 
provide assistance to those recruited for membership who may have difficulty paying 

the annual membership dues of $30.00.  Such a donation would be con-
sidered as “tax deductible” to those who itemize their income tax ex-
pense and would assist the Post and VFW in increasing our membership; 
one of our primary goals.  Many of our members have indicated they 
show their patriotism through donations to veterans causes and this 
cause would be right close to home where charity usually begins.  Some 
Posts in Orange County make it a practice to subsidize their new mem-

bers dues for the first year.  We are only focusing on those that may need a little fi-
nancial help, like the current active military and those returning from the middle east 
conflicts.  We need them in our fold as members.  Please consider a donation to help 
these brave warriors which will also help the Post remain strong and viable through 
growth in membership.  Some of our comrades have already shown an interest in sup-
porting this worthy cause and the fund balance has grown to $350.00.  As of the publi-
cation of this VALOR Newsletter, the Post thanks comrade Tim Laursen, Commander 
Dee Padgett, Quartermaster Alex Neil, and comrades Cal Kaleta Francis Reyes for lead-
ing the pack in donating to this fund.  Please consider your donation, in whatever 
amount you choose, with a check payable to V.F.W. Post #7142, and mail it to: VFW 
Post #7142, P.O. Box #1251, San Clemente, CA 92674-1251 OR deliver the check to 
Quartermaster Neil at any Post meeting. 

     Alex J. Neil, Newsletter Editor 

 Great Results of Memorial Day Buddy Poppy Drive:  Poppy stations 
were manned at four market locations, from 9AM to 5PM on Saturday (25th),  
Sunday (26th), the Memorial Day weekend, plus one station at the Community 
Center on Monday (27th), the City’s Memorial Day affair. A total of $ 5,578            
was generated for our Relief Fund. That’s a new record for the Post!  The high-
light of the drive, at Commander Padgett and her son, Chris’ station, was  an 
individual donation of ONE THOUSAND DOLLARS. We understand this came 
from a retired Navy veteran, who obviously believes very strongly in supporting 
the cause of helping his fellow comrades. 
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Christopher Padgett, U.S. Army, active duty, Sergeant Major. Chris 

has spent 24 years in serving his country; rising from the rank of Pri-

vate to Master Sergeant.  His primary MOS is Military Police and Bat-

talion Operations.  He is brand new to our Post, who joined in January 

2013; having been recruited by our Post Commander, Dolores Padgett, 

his mother.   He served overseas tours in Iraq (2008-2009) and in Af-

ghanistan (2012-2013) plus tours in South Korea, Germany and Koso-

vo.  He has been on 8 deployments since the 9/11/01 terrorist attack.  

During his last tour Chris suffered a major injury to his right hand 

when an explosion caused a trailer to fall, crushing his right hand.  Af-

ter many operations to repair it he has learned that the right little fin-

ger and a portion of his hand will have to be amputated.   It was an-

nounced at the Post’s May meeting that comrade Padgett was recently 

promoted to Command Sergeant Major….Congratulations Chris! 

 

 Marc Gold  Yes! It’s none other than the Post’s new Senior Vice 

Commander and Web-master of the Post’s website.  Although the pic-

ture is about 29 years old, Marc still maintains the exuberance of a 

young man in his activities with the Post.  Marc served in the Navy 

from 1984 to 1989, leaving with the rank of E-5, Gunners Mate 2nd 

Class.  His overseas service was in the Persian Gulf conflict with 

Iran.  He has been affiliated with the VFW since 1990 and became a 

member of Post 7142 in 2012.  He claims his proudest moment to be 

getting his Surface Warfare qualification pin (ESWS) in 1987 and 

then arranging for, and going back for, a private ship’s visit and tour 

with a number of his shipmates and their families.  He states his 

fondest memories are the amazing friendships that were made in fun 

times and war times, that still stand today.  Some of his old ship-

mates are still some of his closest friends.  He enjoys life with his 

wife, Cindy, his three sons, James, Dylan and Nick and their killer 

Maltese “Eli”.   

Interested in sharing your military profile?? Contact the Newsletter Editor, Alex Neil by phone at 
366-8477 or e-mail:  ajneil@cox.net  

     Finally, some meaningful legislation has come out of Washington 

that hopefully will, once and for all, protect the dignity and sanctity 

of our veteran heroes.  

See Page #4 announcing that finally the Stolen Valor Act has been 

signed into law; although a bit modified from the original attempt 

that the Supreme Court wouldn’t approve.  The vote in the Senate was 

unanimous, BUT the house vote was 390—3; with 40 members not 

voting at all.  The three “nay” votes came from Republican congress-

men (Tom Massie of KY; Justin Amash MI; and Paul Brown of GA)  
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WELCOME TO NEW POST MEMBERS 

Sharon P. Ignat, Captain, active Navy Reserve 
joined our Post directly as a Life Member.  Sha-
ron was recruited by comrade Donald Young, Jr. 
Vice Comdr. 

James Behmerwohld, former Post member 
who had transferred to the Dana Point Post has 
returned to our fold by transferring back in 
April.  Welcome back Jim! 

Wayne K. Greenleaf, transferred in to our 
Post from Post #402 in Pennsylvania. Wayne was 
a Navy officer and had earned a Combat Action 
ribbon. 

POST OFFICERS ELECTED 
Commander:           Dolores J. Padgett 

Sr. Vice Comdr:       Marc Gold 

Jr. Vice Comdr:      Mike Turner 

Quartermaster:       Alex J. Neil 

Judge Advocate:     Jim Carson 

Surgeon:                 Don Young 

Chaplain:                Mike Wiechman     

Trustee #3:             Barry Trauger 

Trustee #1:             Kevin Keim  

Trustee #2:             Clarence Kaleta, carry-over 

                                 

OFFICERS APPOINTED 

Service Officer:             Michael Turner 

Adjutant:                       Alex J. Neil 

Officer of the Day:         Jim Ferguson 

Officers will assume their Post positions effec-
tive June 5th after the Department Commander 
is installed for the 2013—2014 year. 

HAVE YOU CHECKED OUT THE POST’S 

WEB-SITE, YET? YOU CAN VIEW THE 

MOST RECENT NEWSLETTERS, MEET-

ING MINUTES AND MORE: 

     www.vfw7142.com 

CHECK IT OUT! 

Swearing In Ceremony 

     The new 2013—2014 Officers taking the oath 
administered by Dan Schmaltz, the new Com-
mander of VFW District #2.  Under the 2nd year 
command of Col. Dolores Padgett, these energet-
ic volunteers will hit the ground running, ready 
to tackle the duties that face them with special 
emphasis on building membership.  

New Stolen Valor Law: 

 The president signed the new VFW-
supported Stolen Valor Act of 2013 in-

to law on Monday. Said VFW National 
Commander John Hamilton, "the new 

law is bullet-proof against another con-
stitutional challenge because the focus 
is now on the intent to profit from the 

lie --- to obtain money, property or 
something of a tangible benefit or val-
ue --- which is what con artists have 

been doing throughout history." Not 
every combat award is covered, but the 

ones most coveted will now have wan-
nabe heroes facing up to a year in jail 
and $100,000 fines for each offense. 

For the VFW statement click here: 
http://www.vfw.org/News-and-Events/

Articles/2013-Articles/VFW-Salutes-
New-Stolen-Valor-Law/ 
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Who Has Post #7142 Helped Lately? 

 

     Over the past eight years (June 30, 2005 to June 30, 2013) your George E. 
Smith Post #7142, VFW has truly met its challenge of supporting qualified Relief 
Fund recipients (veterans and their families) as well as local community groups.  
The following list represents those that were helped by the Post’s benevolence. 

 

Injured Marine Semper Fi Fund (wounded warriors) $29,800 

VFW National Home for Children $29,650 

V.A. Hospitals (Long Beach and La Jolla) $13,800 

U.S.O. (United Service Organization) $11,400 

S.C. Military Family Outreach/Friends of San Onofre Marines $10,900 

Operation Up-Link $10,400 

Boys & Girls Club $7,200 

Semper Fi Park Fund $6,000 

Navy/Marines Relief Society $5,600 

Voice of Democracy & Patriot’s Pen Essay Contest $7,216 

Meals-on-Wheels/Age Well $4,600 

Paraplegic Wheelchair Games $4,355 

San Clemente Sr. Center $4,000 

Armed Services Y.M.C.A. $3,900 

Saddleback Young Marines $3,300 

Salvation Army $2,900 

     That’s a total of $155,021, plus there were additional others at lesser amounts, 
however only the major ones are listed here. 

  Another result of Post #7142’s benevolence: 

This Playground Set was donated to our Post, by the Men’s Auxiliary  from Post 

#2266 in Hemet-San Jacinto, CA, in recognition of our Post being the largest California 

Post donor to the VFW Nat’l. Home for Children.  It was transported to the Dept. of Ca-

lif. Convention in Ontario, CA by Sgt Rasmussen, then delivered  by comrade Neil to 

Dawn Perry, Maint. Dir., of the DeLuz Military Family Housing Unit A, where it will be 

installed in a park at Wonju Circle for E-1 to E-3 military families at Camp Pendleton.  

The donor’s intent was that it benefit the children of military families, which it certainly 

will do at Camp Pendleton. 
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  Veterans of Foreign Wars 

      George E. Smith Post #7142 

                    P.O. Box #1251 

      San Clemente, CA 92674-1251 

              

             VETERANS OF FOREIGN WARS           Web-site: www.vfw7142.com 
              George E. Smith Post #7142                                              Phone:  949-464-8391 

                     “We honor the dead by serving the living”              E-mail:  info@VFW7142.com 

POST OFFICERS: 

Commander:              Dolores J. Padgett 

Sr. Vice Comdr:          Marc Gold 

Jr. Vice Comdr:          Michael Turner 

Quartermaster:           Alex J. Neil 

Chaplain:                   Michael Wiechman 

Judge Advocate:         James Carson 

Surgeon:                    Donald Young 

Trustee #3:                Barry Trauger 

Trustee #2:                Clarence Kaleta 

Trustee #1:                Kevin Keim 

 


