
 
 

 
VFW   Post 7142 

MEETING MINUTES 
                                           June 12, 2013 
                                                               

 Post meeting was called to order by Commander Padgett at 1902 hours. 
 
 
VISITORS:  Ted J. Koepke, Army Vietnam veteran recruited by Francis Reyes. 
 
  Jim Ferguson, Officer of the Day, led the post in a salute to the colors. 
 
  Chaplain M. Wiechman gave the opening invocation in accordance with the ritual.   
 
     Commander D. Padgett led the members in the recitation of the Pledge of 
Allegiance and the Congressional pledge.   
 
ROLL CALL OF OFFICERS:   All newly elected officers for the 2013 – 2014 year 
assumed their positions at this meeting since the Dept. Commander had already 
been installed on June 3rd. 
 
     Officers Present:  Dolores Padgett, Alex Neil, Clarence Kaleta,  Jim Carson, Barry 
Trauger, Donald Young, Marc Gold, Mike Turner, and Mike Wiechman.  
 
     Officers Absent:  Kevin Keim 
 
A total of 19 comrades attended the meeting, including the officers named above. 
 
    Membership Applications:   An application from Ruben Baleanu, active duty 
Marine is in process and will be submitted in July. He was recruited by Commander 
Padgett during the Poppy drive. 
     An application, along with his DD 214 was submitted by the visitor, Ted J. 
Koepke, recruited by comrade F. Reyes.  This application will also be processed in 
July for inclusion in the new year’s membership goal. 
 
     Approval of Minutes:  May 2013’s Minutes were emailed to all officers and hard 
copies were made available for review at this meeting.  Upon review comrade Carson 
moved acceptance of the minutes as presented and audited, with comrade Gold 
seconding the motion and the Post membership approved. 



 
 
 
 
Approval of Quartermaster Financial Reports: 
 

      May Receipts:         $     6,470.52   
      Disbursements:                686.98                  Net:  $     5,783.54 
 

 
Yr. to date (11 mos.) Receipts:   $ 18,027.07 
Year to date disbursement:           34,521.12                  Net:   ($ 16,494.05) 
  

 
      Quartermaster Neil reported that the Trustees met just prior to the Post 
meeting on June 12th and audited the May 2013 monthly financial reports.  On a 
motion from comrade Young and seconded by comrade Carson, the reports were 
accepted, as audited.  Future Trustee meetings will be held on the same day as the 
Post meeting and will convene at 6:30 PM in order to be completed by the time our 
Post meeting begins. 
 
Reading of Bills:  None reported    
 
Report of Service Officer:  Commander Padgett reported she is working with a WWII 
Pilot (Warren Johnson) she met during our Memorial Day Poppy drive and will assist 
him in pursuing a VA claim that he has been trying to gain approval of. 

 
Comrades or Families in Distress:  Chaplain Wiechman reported on the passing of 
Jim Behmerwohld’s wife, Louise.  Comrade Neil reported he had no further updates 
on Bob Higgins, other than that he is back home here in San Clemente.  
Commander Padgett stated she has left a phone message for David Reineman but 
has not as yet heard from him. 
 
Committee Reports:   
 
  Buddy Poppy:  Quartermaster Neil distributed a worksheet displaying the success 
of our Memorial Day Poppy drive, reflecting record setting revenue of $5,578.  This 
pushed our annual Poppy revenue to $9,794.  The top Poppy Station was manned by 
Commander Padgett and comrade Christopher Padgett on May 26th (Sunday morning 
shift at Stater Bros. Mkt) with a total of $1,202.50. (A $1,000 donation came from a 
single donor).  Poppy chairman, F. Reyes, said he will be gearing up for the Patriot’s 
Day event at the Pier. He reported that we have adequate “poppies” on hand but 
should get some more Poppy Story pamphlets. Commander praised comrade Reyes 
for his hard work and efforts in making the drive successful. 
 
  



 
 
 Newsletter:  The Newsletter for Jul-Aug-Sept to be mailed around June 17th. 
 
 Post Dinners:  Mike Turner reported that planning is underway for the July 25th 
event with our adopted Marine unit.  It will be held at the Elk’s Lodge on Thursday 
and will start around 4:00 PM.  The 2nd Platoon, Alpha Raiders, along with their 
families and members of our Post will gather for the send-off celebration before the 
Unit’s scheduled deployment in August.  This partnership with the Elk’s Lodge will 
be the Post’s first adventure of this kind.  Future Post semi-annual dinners will be 
held at the Elk’s location and should be much easier on our budget.  Post members 
who wish to attend were urged to notify comrade Turner to assure proper counts for 
preparing meals and estimating costs.  Comrade Ed Moore will add to the flavor 
with his renowned entertainment skit……we’re all waiting Ed. 
 
Hospital:  No report from the Post’s new surgeon. 
 
 Publicity:  F. Reyes reported that Sun Post reporter, Fred Swegles, has been 
informed about the Post’s programs for the coming year. Commander Padgett urged 
the committee to research the possibility of corporate sponsors for some of our 
events, noting that the Dana Point VFW Post has been quite successful at that. 
Sr. Vice Commander, Marc Gold, announced he will soon launch a Facebook Page for 
the Post to further enhance our communications to the public, our own members 
and candidates for membership. 
  
Boy Scouts/ROTC:  M. Gold reported the Cub Scout Pack at Pendleton ran into 
some snags that have slowed their finalizing their organizing efforts.  Commander 
Padgett felt perhaps the Post could offer them some help in getting our partnership 
moving ahead. 
 
  V.O.D./P.P:  F. Reyes reported that schools have been contacted and the 
application process will be well under way as soon as the schools return from 
vacation.  Commander Padgett stated she will be meeting with many parents for an 
early start while the students are on summer break. 
 
  Membership:  Comrade Neil reported the Post’s results for the current year as: 11 
new members, 8 renewals, 5 transfers in, 2 transfers out, 6 deceased, 4 unpaid; with 
a total overall count of 119.   
 
  Web-site:   Updates to the site are being made on a continuous basis.  This will tie 
in with the launching of a Facebook Page for the Post. 
 
  Ways & Means:  Refer to the presentation of the Post’s new budget under New 
Business 
 
  Executive:  No report 



 
 
 
 
Unfinished Business:  The obligation ceremony for new members was conducted by 
Commander Padgett with “pin” presentations to the following members:  Sharon 
Ignat and Justin Smith.  Other members who were absent will be scheduled for 
future Post meetings. 
 
The playground set donated to the Post by the Men’s Auxiliary of the Hemet-San 
Jacinto Valley Post, for being the highest Post contributor to the VFW National 
Home, was picked up at the Dept. Convention by comrade Neil and delivered that 
same day to an elementary  school in the DeLuz Family Housing (a Hunt Military 
Community) at Camp Pendleton.   
   
New Business:  Quartermaster Neil presented the Post’s budget for 2013 – 2014. 
Projected income is $19,740, which will include the anticipated gain on sale of  a 
selected Post investment.  General Fund expenses are projected at $8,165 and 
Relief Fund expenses are projected at $17,780 for total expenses of $25,945 leaving 
a negative net income of ($6,205).  That compares to this years projected negative 
net income of ($17,076).  Neil noted that adjustments to the Post’s donation 
spending plus cut-backs in general operating expense are the beginning steps in 
bringing the Post closer to a break-even budget.  Financially, the Post is on firm 
ground and will pursue sources of revenue to keep it that way.  Upon a motion by 
comrade Young and seconded by comrade Gold, the members voted unanimous 
approval of the budget. 
     Commander Padgett raised the topic of the Post’s top perk for its members; the 
semi-annual dinners provided for those attending four out of six meetings during 
the qualifying six month period.  Members were reminded that if you confirm your 
attendance and then don’t show up for the dinner, you will be billed for the cost 
because the Post has to pay that cost to the restaurant.  In the past the Post also 
included a member’s guest in the free meal perquisite, yet there was confusion on 
what constituted a guest.  After discussion a motion was offered by comrade 
Trauger and seconded by comrade Young that a guest would be defined as a spouse, 
significant other, or other adult invited by the Post member.  By a majority vote of 
the members this resolution was passed. 
      The Commander reported that Mike Turner will act as liaison between the Post 
and the Elk’s Lodge officials in forming a partnership for the benefit of Post 
members and military events.  Our first event will be the party for the Post’s 
adopted unit to be held Thursday, July 25th at the Elk’s Lodge.  All members were 
encouraged to attend. 
 
Good of the Order:  Commander Padgett gave an update on her recent attendance at 
the Calif. Dept. convention held in Ontario, CA.  She reported the Department’s 
plan on redistricting of Posts was largely approved after much heated discussion by 
the delegates.  This was a move to consolidate the Posts, geographically, to benefit  



 
 
 
finances at the State level.  The Commander also reported that the proposal of a 
dues increase for Posts was turned down. 
    Commander Padgett reported she will participate in the Operation Baby Lift 
Reunion scheduled for July 12th – July 14th in Dana Point (Flyers were available). 
Commander Padgett also notified members about the Korean War Vets program at 
the Norman P. Murray Community Senior Center in Mission Viejo on Saturday, July 
27th. 
     Marc Gold has stepped up to the plate, once again, and launched a Facebook 
page for our Post.  Check it out at: www.Facebook.com/VFW7142 and post your 
comments. 

 
 Closing Ceremony:  Officer of the Day, J. Ferguson led the members in a salute to 
the colors.  
 
 The Nat’l Home for Children’s prayer and the Post closing prayer were offered by 
Chaplain Mike Wiechman, in accordance with the ritual. 

 
Meeting was adjourned by Commander Padgett at 2035 hours. 

 
 
 
Respectfully submitted:                        Alex J. Neil, Adjutant 
                                                              
 
                                          


