
 
 

 
VFW   Post 7142 

MEETING MINUTES 

                                         March 13, 2013 
 
                                                               

 Post meeting was called to order by Commander Padgett at 1900 hours. 
 
 

VISITORS:   Don Hall, Army Special Forces, VFW member from another post who 
will consider transferring to Post 7142 

 
  Clarence Kaleta, Officer of the Day, led the post in a salute to the colors. 
 

     Chaplain Quinlan gave the opening invocation in accordance with the ritual.   
 

     Commander D. Padgett led the members in the recitation of the Pledge of 
Allegiance and the Congressional pledge.   
 

ROLL CALL OF OFFICERS: 
 
     Officers Present:  Dolores Padgett, Alex Neil, Francis Reyes, Clarence Kaleta,  

Jim Carson, Barry Trauger, Donald Young, Charles Gullett and Jerald Quinlan,   
 

     Officers Absent:  James Ferguson, Surgeon.  Commander Padgett asked that 
Ferguson be given an excused absence due to an emergency that developed in his 
family. 

 
A total of 16 comrades attended the meeting, including the officers named above. 
 

    Membership Applications:  No applications pending although Commander Padgett 
reported that she is working on three applicants. 

 
     Approval of Minutes:  February 2013’s Minutes were emailed to all officers and 
hard copies were made available for review at this meeting.  Upon review comrade 

Young moved acceptance of the minutes with comrade Reyes seconding the motion 
and the Post membership approved. 

 
 



 
 

 
 

Approval of Quartermaster Financial Reports: 
 

      February Receipts:    $     901.02        

      Disbursements:                186.75                       Net:  $     714.27 
 
Yr. to date (8 mos.) Receipts:     $ 11,026.88 

Year to date disbursement:           32,459.13                    Net:   ($ 21,432.25) 
  

 
      Quartermaster Neil reported that the Trustees met just prior to the Post 
meeting on March 13th and audited the February 2013 monthly financial reports, 

as presented.  On a motion from comrade Carson and seconded by comrade Reyes, 
the reports were accepted.  Future Trustee meetings will be held on the same day as 

the Post meeting and will convene at 6:15 PM in order to be completed by the time 
our Post meeting begins. 
 

Reading of Bills:  Quartermaster Neil reported receiving the Post’s annual billing for 
Liability Insurance coverage in the amount of $562.64; an increase over last year of 
approximately 15%. 

 
Report of Service Officer:  No reports of any new cases 

 
Comrades or Families in Distress:  Chaplain Quinlan reported he visited comrade 
Rod McChesney who recently underwent eye surgery. 

 
Committee Reports:   
 

  Buddy Poppy:  F. Reyes reported letters to the markets will go out next month and 
we are planning on a two-day event (Sat & Sun), covering four markets in San 

Clemente. 
 
  Newsletter:  Plans are set to mail the APR-MAY-JUN Newsletter around March 22, 

2013. 
 

 Post Dinners:  Attempts are still being made to finalize a restaurant for our May 
Installation Dinner. 
 

 Hospital:  Volunteer count is up to four with one more possibility, and then a visit 
will be planned. 
 

 Publicity:  nothing to report. 
 



  
 

 
 

 
 
 Boy Scouts/ROTC:  Comrade Wheeler stated he is still working with the Young 

Marines to schedule their attendance at the Memorial Day Ceremony at the 
community center.  Comrade Reyes reported on the selection of a Girl Scout, 
Kimberley Fredenburg, whose application was referred by the Dana Point Post, as 

the winner of the Post’s Scout of the Year contest.  Kimberely will be awarded the 
Post prize of $100.00 which will be presented at the Installation Dinner scheduled 

in May, where she and her parents will be hosted by the Post.  Comrade M. Gold has 
been appointed as the Post liaison with Scout PAC 876 out of San Onofre 
elementary school.  Registration fees have been paid recognizing the Post as a 

sponsor of this group. 
 

  V.O.D./P.P:  The brochures for both programs have been received from the VFW 
Store and a meeting will be scheduled next month with the high school counselor.  
Comrade Keim offered his help with the program stating he has good contacts at 

the high school.  Deadline for this program is in the fall of this year.  
 
  Membership:  Comrade Neil reported the Post’s results for the current year as: 10 

new members, 8 renewals, 3 transfers in, 1 transfer out, 6 deceased, 4 unpaid; with 
a total overall count of 117.  In order to qualify for “All State” the Post will need to 

gain 8 new members. 
 
  Web-site:  M. Gold reported the Web-Site is still a work in progress. 

 
  Ways & Means:  Nothing to report 
 

  Executive:  No report 
 

Remember our National Home:  Chaplain Quinlan led the members in prayer for our 
National Home in accordance with ritual. 
 

Unfinished Business:  The Obligation Induction Ceremony was postponed until next 
month due to the absence of two of the three comrades scheduled.  

 Commander Padgett reiterated the strong push from National, Department and 
District on building our membership in order to provide the VFW with the force in 
numbers when lobbying for veteran’s rights. 

   
 
New Business:  Officer Nominations were held for the 2013 – 2014 year as follows: 

 
Commander:                Dolores Padgett, nominated by Alex Neil 



 
 

 
 

 
Sr. Vice Commander:   M. Gold, nominated by Don Young 
                                    F. Reyes nominated by Jim Carson 

 
Jr. Vice Commander:    Mike Turner, nominated by Alex Neil 
 

Quartermaster:             Alex Neil, nominated by Dee Padgett 
 

Judge Advocate:          Jim Carson, nominated by Dee Padgett 
 
Surgeon:                      Don Young, nominated by Alex Neil 

 
Chaplain:                     J. Quinlan, nominated by Jim Carson 

                                   M. Wiechman, nominated by Dee Padgett 
 
Trustee #3:                  Barry Trauger, nominated by Alex Neil 

 
Trustee #1: (open)        Kevin Keim, nominated by Alex Neil 
                                    F. Reyes, nominated by J. Quinlan 

 
Note:  F. Reyes was nominated for two different positions (Sr. Vice Comdr and 

Trustee #1 (open position vacated by C. Gullett).  Since officers can only hold one 
position at a time, next month’s vote will decide the Sr. Vice Comdr position first 
and if Reyes is the successful candidate for that position his name will be removed 

from the Trustee #1 competition; otherwise he will still remain a candidate for the 
latter position. 
 

Nominations will remain open up to the April 10th meeting when last minute 
nominations will be received and final votes cast.  After the Officer positions are 

decided, the Commander-Elect will appoint the positions of Adjutant, Officer of the 
Day/Guard and Post Service Officer along with Committee Chairpersons. 
 

Good of the Order:  Comrade M. Gold reported on a flag program that he is 
establishing through his Flag Patrol Company and a Retirement of Flag Program.  

Marc is set to receive unserviceable flags at various points around the City and 
perform the proper destruction of the flags.  He indicated he has raised a good 
amount of interest with other cities in the county. 

    Commander Padgett reported that comrade Tim Laursen, who has now moved 
back to New York, opted to donate $100 to benefit the Post in its endeavors.  A 
suggestion was made by comrade Neil that these funds be used to initiate a fund 

specifically designed to assist needy veterans in the area of supporting their annual  
 



 
 

 
dues, purchasing of VFW caps, and other areas, to be decided by the Post officer 

group.  Commander Padgett suggested naming the fund, “The Tim Laursen  
Membership Assistance Fund” which will be accounted for as a separate fund on the 
Balance Sheet.  Post members were encouraged to consider donating, personally, to 

this fund and such donations would be considered as tax deductible to them.  This 
account would be a sub account of the Post’s Relief Fund. 

 

 Closing Ceremony:  Officer of the Day, C. Kaleta led the members in a salute to the 
colors.  

 
 The closing prayer was offered by Chaplain Quinlan, in accordance with the ritual. 

 

Meeting was adjourned by Commander Padgett at 2010 hours. 
 

 
 
 

 
Respectfully submitted:                        Alex J. Neil, Adjutant 
                                                             Adjutant   

 
                                          


