
             
 
                                                 VFW Post 7142 
                                                    Meeting Minutes 

                                         November 13, 2019 
 

The Commander called the Post meeting to order at 1905.      
 
The Officer of the Day verified the membership cards of all present, and confirmed 
such to the Commander, then led comrades in a salute to the colors. 
 
Comrade Wiechman gave the opening invocation in accordance with the ritual. 
 
The Commander led the members in the recitation of the Pledge of Allegiance and 
recited the Congressional Pledge with the membership.  
 
A motion was made to undrape the Charter, previously draped in memory of Comrades 
Ronald Aubrey, James Colignon, Frank Germon, Jr., and Anthony Schneider. Upon the 
direction of the Commander, Comrade Reyes undraped the Charter. A motion was then 
made to drape the Charter in memory of Comrade Don Young, who died Sunday, 
November 10, at age 87. 
 
Visitors: Alvaro Salazar: USMC Retired, 22 years; active in Scouting, has a daughter 
and two sons (both Eagle Scouts…!)  
Matthew Reeves: Six years, USMC, already a VFW member-at-large, interested in 
athletic pursuits and supporting Pendleton veterans; has already pitched in - on our 
Veterans weekend Buddy Poppy drive…! 
Sandy Griffo, from First Team RE, Irvine. Briefly explained the “Military on the Move” 
program, which provides an incentive to active and former military members when 
buying a home. 
 
Roll Call of Officers                                                                  P/A/Ex.                                                                                                                            
Commander                                       Dolores Padgett                  P  
Sr. Vice-Commander & Adjutant        Wayne Greenleaf                 P                        
Jr. Vice-Commander                          Andy Groo                          P                                            
Quartermaster                                   Rowell Nueva                      P  
Chaplain & Service Officer                 Mike Wiechman                  P                                 
Surgeon                                             Terrell DeVoe                      A                           
Trustee No. 1                                     Keith Middleton                  P              
Trustee No. 2 & OOD/Guard               James Ferguson                  A                              
Trustee No. 3 & Judge Advocate         Frances Reyes                     P                                    
 
Eleven comrades attended the meeting, including the seven officers shown above.  

 
Mustering in of New Members: None 
 
Membership Applications:  Alvaro Salazar, Matthew Reeves  
 
Reading of the Minutes:  Reading of the minutes of the October 2019 meeting was 
waived since Post minutes were emailed and posted on the website. A motion to accept 
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the minutes, as revised, was made by Comrade Reyes and seconded by Comrade 
Middleton, and approved by members on a voice vote. 
 
Quartermaster’s Report of Receipts and Disbursements:  

       
October receipts                       $ 2,012.40 
October disbursements                   896.65 
October monthly net:                $ 1,115.75 
 
YTD receipts                             $ 5,632.03 
YTD disbursements                    11,797.10 
YTD net                                   ($ 6,165.07) 

                
Bills Outstanding:  None. 
Quartermaster Nueva reported the Trustees and Commander Padgett met just prior to 
the meeting, and audited the financial reports for the month of October and year-to-
date. Motion was made to accept the monthly financial reports, pending further audit, 
by Comrade Reyes and seconded by Comrade Middleton, and approved by a vote of 
Post members. Comrade Nueva reported that the Post’s income for Veterans Day 
weekend was $4,859.16. The largest portion was received at the Albertsons in Talega, a 
total of $1,531.  
 
Reading of Bills: No bills pending 
 
Membership:   79 net total members.  
 
Recruitment:  Remember to take Post signs to the businesses you frequent; get 
sponsorships…!   
 
Chaplain:  No report 
 
Service Officer: None to report 
 
Committee Reports: 
 
Buddy Poppy:  Comrade Greenleaf thanked all who participated in the successful 
Veterans Day Poppy effort, including six Sea Cadets from the Monsoor Battalion. He 
pointed out that only a few years ago, most shifts had two comrades working together. 
Reflecting a significant reduction in the Post’s ability to staff four stores for two days, 
this past weekend there were six comrades who worked two shifts, covering twelve of 
the sixteen shifts. If this pattern continues, we will have to consider staffing fewer 
than four stores in the future, which would cut our income significantly. Discussion 
followed as to how well the money collection process went, with all money taken to 
Comrade Nueva at Albertsons (SCHS) at the end of their shift. Thank you to Comrade 
“Money Bags” Reyes for very fittingly providing money bags for our use. 
 
Ways and Means:  Budget Committee will review the budget in January. One of the 
reasons for review is to consider providing additional support for Family Assistance 
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Ministries (FAM). FAM has a 91.2 score on Charity Navigator and expends a high 87% 
of its income on its programs. 
 
Executive:  No report 
 
Newsletter:  Working to put it on the website. 
 
Hospital:  No report 
 
Patriot’s Pen / Voice of Democracy The Commander announced we have an entry in 
both categories: for Patriot’s Pen, Lucas Munoz, a 6th grader, and for the VoD, a 12th 
grader, Andrew Lewis. The Commander made a motion to award $50 to Lucas and $100 
to Andrew; Comrade Reyes seconded it and the motion was carried. The nominations 
will be forwarded to Department.  
 
Website:  No report 
 
Social Committee:  December 11 will be a special meeting at the Commander’s home 
at 752 Calle Vallarta, SC. The Post meeting will be at 1830, followed by potluck turkey 
holiday dinner. Please RSVP to both the Commander - dturtl1@cox.net and Comrade 
Social Chair Middleton - pierguy@pacbell.net, of both your intention to attend (and 
with guest or not) and the dish you propose to bring. And bring your “white elephant” 
gift…! 
 
Scouts and Sea Cadets:  LCDR Valencia Jones, Commanding Officer of the Michael A. 
Monsoor Sea Cadet Battalion, Camp Pendleton, provided the Battalion’s support on 
Sunday afternoon’s Buddy Poppy distribution.  
 
Comrade Wiechman offered the prayer for the National Home for Children. 
 
Unfinished Business: The Commander announced that the Dana Point Post was 
building a Korean War Memorial. The Post has asked for donations. Comrade Middleton 
made a motion to donate $500; seconded by Comrade Groo. Discussion ensued that 
Korean vets or not sufficiently recognized. Upon a vote, the motion was carried.   
The Commander mentioned that there was a concern put to Department and National 
that the Post may be in violation of an IRS statute in buying drinks for the members 
and guests. The Post had begun the practice two months ago, for the purpose of 
membership and sociability. It was found that there is no such violation, as long as the 
Commander is given a stipend for that purpose and, from a VFW standpoint, drinks are 
not consumed during the meeting. Comrade Reyes made a motion to continue the 
practice and Comrade Wiechman seconded it. Comrade McMahon commented that 
there may be liability associated with the Post’s buying drinks, if an accident results. A 
vote on the motion was taken and the motion failed. The practice will end. 
 
New Business: There had been previous discussion about adopting the Department’s 
by-laws as the Post’s, as many Posts have done, rather than having a unique set of by-
laws that requires modification each time the requirements of the by-laws change. 
Comrade Reyes made a motion that we adopt National’s by-laws; Comrade Middleton 
seconded it. The motion was carried. 
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The Commander discussed the San Clemente Wall of Recognition and suggested we 
nominate Comrade George Keys for the honor. The Commander made a motion to do 
so, seconded by Comrade McMahon. The motion was unanimously carried. 

 
Good of the Order:   
The Commander reviewed the agenda items and important dates in November and 
December. She visited the Aegis and Villa retirement centers on Veterans Day and 
distributed poppies to residents and veterans. Comrade Kaleta received a flag and 
poppy. She also attended the White School performance of Hamilton and received 
letters of thanks to veterans for the Post. Thank you notes from the Post were sent to 
the two schools.  The Commander also attended the Veterans Day event at Our Lady  
of Fatima School; it was a really nice event – she received many cards, thank yous, and 
hugs from the kids at the school. 
  

    Closing Ceremony:  The Officer of the Day led the members in a salute to the colors.  
Comrade Wiechman delivered the closing prayer.  
 
The Commander closed the meeting at 2025. The Post’s next (short) meeting and 
holiday gathering will be at the Commander’s home, 352 Calle Vallarta, on Wednesday, 
December 11, 2019, at 1830. All our welcome….!   
 
Respectfully Submitted, 

 
Wayne K. Greenleaf 
Sr. Vice-Commander and Adjutant   
 
 

 


