
             
 
                                                 VFW Post 7142 
                                                    Meeting Minutes 

                                         March 11, 2020 
 

The Commander called the Post meeting to order at 1900.      
 
The Officer of the Day verified the membership cards of all present, and confirmed 
such to the Commander, then led comrades in a salute to the colors. 
 
Comrade Wiechman gave the opening invocation in accordance with the ritual. 
 
The Commander led the members in the recitation of the Pledge of Allegiance and 
recited the Congressional Pledge with the membership.  
 
A motion was made to drape the Charter in memory of Comrade Jerry Prince, who died 
on March 1, 2020.   
 
Visitors: Commander Wayne Yost, Quartermaster Bill Manes, incoming Commander 
Lew Talbot, and Rick Jauregui, all from Dana Point Post #9934; Joseph, Jacob and 
Lucas Munoz, Patriot’s Pen Award winner. 
 
The Commander presented Lucas the Patriot’s Pen Award, then suspended the meeting 
briefly for a short reception for Lucas.  
 
Roll Call of Officers                                                                  P/A/Ex.                                                                                                                                   
Commander                                       Dolores Padgett                  P  
Sr. Vice-Commander & Adjutant        Wayne Greenleaf                 P                        
Jr. Vice-Commander                          Andy Groo                          P                                            
Quartermaster                                   Rowell Nueva                      A 
Chaplain & Service Officer                 Mike Wiechman                  P                                 
Surgeon                                             Terrell DeVoe                      A                           
Trustee No. 1                                     Keith Middleton                  P              
Trustee No. 2 & OOD/Guard               James Ferguson                  P                              
Trustee No. 3 & Judge Advocate         Frances Reyes                     P                                    
 
Ten comrades attended the meeting, including the seven officers shown above.  

 
Mustering in of New Members: None 
Membership Applications:  None 
 
Reading of the Minutes:  Reading of the minutes of the February meeting was waived 
since Post minutes were emailed and posted on the website. A motion to accept the 
minutes, as revised, was made by Comrade Middleton and seconded by Comrade Groo, 
and approved by members on a voice vote. 
 
Quartermaster’s Report of Receipts and Disbursements: The CDR/QM reported that 
she had completed the changeover for Ameritrade and transferred $37,964.32 to our 
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Chase account. As of 29 Feb 20, our Ameritrade account value (at cost), was 
$84,051.35 and the total of Post assets was $107,237.45. 

       
Bills Outstanding:  None 
Membership: No report 
Recruitment:  No report 
 
Chaplain & Service Officer: CDR reported that Comrade Lou Jordan had died. Lou was 
the backbone of the Anaheim Post, Past Post Commander, and District #2 Inspector. 
He will be interred at the National Veterans Cemetery, Riverside. A memorial service 
will be held at the Anaheim Post at 1300 on Friday, 13 March. All interested in 
attending should contact the Commander; carpooling will be from the Post #9934 
office at 1215. Further, Comrade Jerry Prince’ memorial service will be held at the 
South Shores Church, Crown Valley Parkway, Dana Point, at 1300, 21 March 
 
Committee Reports  The Commander waived most of the reports. 
 
Buddy Poppy: Letters requesting permission to distribute poppies have been sent to all 
five stores. Comrade Yost offered the possibility of support from Post 9934. He 
mentioned that the DP Post regularly has 60 - 70 volunteers, who make sure to give 
everyone a poppy, as well as giving out necklaces, bracelets, copies of the US 
Constitution, flags and pinwheels. We are bombastic, and have wives, children, and 
even non-VFW folks who support out poppy distribution. The Monsoor Battalion of Sea 
Cadets is looking to support us as well.  
 
Ways and Means:   
Executive:  No report 
Newsletter:  No report 
Hospital:  No report 
 
Patriot’s Pen / Voice of Democracy  The Patriot’s Pen winner and his very excited Dad 
attended the meeting to accept Lucas’ award.  
 
Website:  No report 
Social Committee:  No report 
Scouts and Sea Cadets:  Scout of the Year Candidate Michael C. McPhie, sent us by 
Post#9557, Huntington Beach, has been forwarded for consideration. 
 
Comrade Wiechman offered the prayer for the National Home for Children. 
 
Nominations 
2020 - 2021 Officer Nominations 
The Commander asked for officer nominations for 2020 – 2021. The following resulted: 
Commander: The Commander had to decline the nomination. Comrade Quinlan 
nominated Ken Collins. The CDR asked for a letter confirming Mr. Collins’ acceptance 
of the nomination, but the Comrade had no such letter, so Mr. Collins was considered 
non-viable as a candidate. Subsequently, a search of Post records found no evidence of 
a “Ken Collins” being a present or former member of the Post. 
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Sr. Vice Commander:                      Wayne Greenleaf agreed to the nomination 
Jr. Vice Commander:                      Andrew Groo declined the nomination 
Quartermaster:                               No nomination 
Chaplain:                                        Michael Wiechman agreed to the nomination 
Trustee No. 1                                  Francis Reyes agreed to the nomination                                         
Trustee No. 2                                  Keith Middleton agreed to the nomination                                              
Trustee No. 3 & OOD/Guard            James Ferguson agreed to the nomination        
 
Unfinished Business:  
The Commander advised that with no viable candidates willing to accept the 
Commander or Quartermaster positions, the Post will not continue to exist beyond 
April. The alternatives are State taking over the assets and closing the Post, or a 
merger, most likely with Dana Point Post #9934. Comrade Wayne Yost, Commander of 
Post #9934 asked to speak. The Comrade stated that in the event of a merger, their 
intent is to maintain the 72-year legacy of Post #7142; in comparison, Post #9934 is a 
baby, with its 25 years. He pointed out that Comrade Manes, the heart and soul of 
their Post, was the first CDR of the Dana Point Post, and currently puts in 30-40 hours 
a week doing the work of Quartermaster. He continued that all of his members are very 
willing to have our Post merge into theirs and support any SC activities we are 
involved in. Further, the Dana Point Post has already created a line item budget for 
San Clemente funding and programs. Comrade Quinlan asked it the Dana Point Post 
still meets in South Shores Church. Comrade Yost replied they do, in the fully rebuilt, 
beautiful structure it is today. He continued that they try to keep their meetings light, 
inviting speakers from the community of all types, most recently having a dog rescue 
speaker attend. He assured the members we would be welcome, and Dana Point will 
work with Commander Padgett and staff to provide for the new SC members, as an 
integrated Post, with an excellent relationship among all members. The Comrade also 
pointed out that their Post has an excellent relationship with the city, with the Post 
and the City of Dana Point heavily supporting the needs of each other. His intent is to 
maintain the legacy of the SC Post, adopting a new charter with San Clemente’s date 
of organization of 1948. Comrade Manes offered that the DP Post would provide a 
special page on their website for San Clemente and suggested we continue to call 
ourselves the “VFW in San Clemente.” He concurred that the city was extremely 
supportive, providing the Post year-round office and storeroom space in the city 
offices. Comrade Middleton commented that he, the CDR, and Comrade Greenleaf were 
at the DP Post meeting the night before and he was very impressed – it was a good 
meeting and a pleasure to attend, and he felt the merger would be great for all of us. 
CDR Yost went on to say the DP Post holds 16 or 17 BBQs a year, with literally 
thousands of participants. The Post has 470 members, and they are getting younger 
folks – the lifeblood of the organization - to join as members. He ended by saying his 
time as CDR of the DP Post has been the joy of his life, after his family, but feels his 
value to the Post would be greater as QM, given that QM Manes is overwhelmed and 
needs backup and relief. As such, Comrade Talbot has accepted the nomination as Post 
Commander.   
At that point, Commander Padgett asked for a motion to look into consolidation of the 
Post with Dana Point Post #9934, with an expected closure of 30 April; the 
Consolidation Committee will consist of the Commander and Comrades Reyes and 
Greenleaf. Comrade Quinlan made the motion, seconded by Comrade Reyes, and 
unanimously accepted:  Ayes: 11  Nays:  0  Abstentions: 0 
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New Business: No report 
 
Good of the Order:   
The Commander will meet with Wayne Eggleston, Executive Director of The Heritage of 
San Clemente Foundation, on Thursday to look at Semper Fi Park as the place for our 
George E. Smith memorial plaque. She stated the design is George E Smith in bronze, 
with the Charter underneath.  They request a donation of $5,000, plus the cost of the 
plaque. The CDR agreed to such a donation if the Post has sufficient funds to support 
it. The dedication can be held on Memorial Day afternoon during their ceremony. She 
added that anyone wanting to meet them there Thursday at noon are welcome to do 
so. Further, if someone wants to chair the task, she would be grateful.  
 
The Commander stated that the Post will send a communication to all of our Post 
members outlining tonight’s discussion, stating that a vote to merge with Dana Point 
Post #9934, closing our Post, would be taken in April. She urged comrades to attend 
meetings of the Dana Point Post on the second Tuesday of the month at 1800, at the 
South Shores Church, 33712 Crown Valley Parkway, Dana Point (about ¼ mile east of 
PCH). Members should attend the April 14 meeting with the Department VFW 
representative to finalize the consolidation agreement. 
Refer to the calendar previously distributed for upcoming events.  
  

    Closing Ceremony:  The Officer of the Day led the members in a salute to the colors.  
Comrade Wiechman delivered the closing prayer.  
 
The Commander closed the meeting at 2020. The Post’s next meeting will be 
Wednesday, April 8, 2020, at 1900, with trustees meeting at 1845.   
 
Respectfully Submitted, 

 
Wayne K. Greenleaf 
Sr. Vice-Commander and Adjutant   
 

 


